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The college has been and will contin-
ue to be busy with numerous construc-
tion projects over the next year.

While the Algonquin trades building 
is the most visible project underway 
other smaller ones have been on the go. 

Among them was the repaving of 
parking lots, and the Observatory was 
freshened up for the new school year.

“We did a paint job from the front 
door to the back door except for the 
ceilings, we had all of our millwork 
(counter tops) shipped away and fi xed,”  
said Paul Norman, manager of the Ob-
servatory.  

“We had the fl oors resealed and all of 
the furniture is in the process of being 
reupholstered which will be fi nished in 
the next two to three weeks.” 

“The importance is in keeping a qual-
ity and freshness while maintaining a 

positive environment for the students,” 
said SA president Jacob Sancartier.

The student support lab on the main 
fl oor of C-building is also undergoing 
renovations until November, and the 
Student Commons building is slated to 
begin construction in the spring.

 “[It will be] east of the D-building 
cafeteria entrance and will cover most 
of the lawn/parking area/pathway be-
tween the D-building cafeteria entrance 
and the Residence,” Mike Rushton the 

director of Physical Resources said in 
an email.

The most signifi cant change that stu-
dents will notice will be the construc-
tion of an alternate parking lot at the 
east end of campus.

“This will be a focal point for all stu-
dents and programs to meet in one 
spot,” Sancartier said. 

“Right now there are just scattered 
areas all over the college with no place 
for students to call their own.”

By Stephen Chang
chan0296@algonquinlive.com

When he was fi ve, Steve 
Georgopoulos got his start 
in customer service work-
ing in his family owned 
grocery store, Acadia Gro-
cery, in Montreal.  

His claim to fame was 
being able to cut a pound 
of feta within an ounce.

Many jobs later – from 
houseman at the Sheraton 
Mount-Royal, to general 
manager of Les Suites ho-
tel, Ottawa – Georgopou-
los, a long-time supporter 
of the college, joined the 
Algonquin staff as acting 
dean of the School of Hos-
pitality and Tourism.

“I’ve seen the college 
through a number of 
lenses: as an employer, as 
someone involved in the 
community, as a member 
of the Board of Governors 
and as a father. Now I get 
to see it from a new per-
spective – ground level,” 
he said of his new posi-
tion.

Georgopoulos is bring-
ing years of experience 
and success in the hospi-
tality industry with him 
to the college. In the past 
he worked as a room clerk 
during the 1976 Montreal 
Olympics, and served 
as regional director for 
Westmount Hospital-
ity overseeing operations 

of nine properties from 
Gatineau to Ottawa.

Elias Giannakopoulos, 
a professor in the Hos-
pitality and Restaurant 
management program, 
has worked with Geor-
gopoulos in the past and 
is happy to welcome him 
to the faculty.  

“[Georgopoulos] is a 
solid leader,” said Gi-
annakolpoulos. “He is 
known for taking people 
under his wing and help-
ing them grow. There are 
a lot of managers [in the 
industry, but not leaders.”

Georgopoulos has spent 
his fi rst month at the col-
lege meeting with staff 
and students and getting a 
feel for the school.

“I’ve been blown away 
by the passion each [staff 
member] has,” he said. 
“Whether in hospitality or 
wellness – they are very 
passionate about what 
they do.”

He is hoping to inspire 
staff and students with his 
experience and stories of 
success. 

“It is a competitive in-
dustry and always has 
been,” said Georgopoulos. 
“There will always be jobs 
in the industry but it’s sur-
vival of the fi ttest. All stu-
dents should be authen-
tic and passionate about 
what they do.

By Lyndsi McMillan
mcmioo68@algonquinlive.com

The information stu-
dents can access at Algon-
quin will move as fast as 
they do starting this year.

The college has 
launched a mobile web-
site which will provide 
services to students on 
the go. Using a free re-
source developed by MIT, 
the site allows any stu-
dent with a mobile device 
to access everything from 
timetables and email, to 
how-to videos and contact 
information. 

Since the website’s 
launch last month, it has 
been visited by about 
9,000 mobile users. Of 
these mobile visitors, 64 
per cent of them have 
been iPhone users. 

And although the 
iPhone may hold a large 
market share among mo-
bile users, college admin-
istrators are confi dent in 
their choice to design a 
moibile site for all devices. 
“[Students] make a con-
sumer decision and our 
job is not to try and guide 
a consumer decision, but 
try to support the deci-
sion already made,” said 
Stephen Abraham, chief 
information offi cer for in-
formation technology ser-
vices at Algonquin. 

“We want to empower 
everybody in whatever 
way we can.” 

The feedback received 
about the site has been 

positive.
 “We have heard from 

students that they like the 
design, that they fi nd that 
it’s useful, that being able 
to look at timetables and 
be able to fi nd their loca-
tion has been very help-
ful,” Abraham said. 

The vision behind the 
website is just the begin-
ning of Algonquin presi-
dent, Bob Gillett’s goal of 
a fully mobile campus by 
2013. 

The next step is to re-
place fi xed computer labs 
with mobile labs, the fi rst 
of which will be opening 
next month. 

The move towards a 
mobile campus is intend-
ed to change the concept 
of how the college delivers 
a student’s education, the 
president said.

“The conversation is 

now, ‘well why can’t you 
offer online [classes], in 
class, or a combination of 
both?’ 

Whatever way the stu-
dent wants to have their 
education delivered to 
them,” Gillett said. 

He believes technology 
has enabled the college 
the ability to do this, so 
there is reason to take the 
next step.  Gillett did cau-
tion that this transition 
would take some time, 
and that it would rely on 
easy-to-use technology. 
However, he is confi dent 
that the technology will 
progress.

Gillett said it comes 
down to being able to de-
liver services to students.

 “They expect us to be 
able to offer the techno-
logical services, tools, 
hardware, and software; 

whatever it’s going to be 
to match how they live 
their lives today.”

There will be further 
plans for the mobile web-
site in order to provide 
more services to students. 
There are plans to incor-
porate Blackboard on the 
site, as well as the ability 
for students to fi nd their 
way through each campus 
building using wifi  tech-
nology.

To complement the ser-
vice, a mobile support lab 
is under construction in 
C102 and is scheduled to 
be completed in Novem-
ber.

“The lab is not going 
to have fi xed computers,” 
director of learning and 
teaching services Glenn 
Macdougall said. “Rather, 
each desk will have wire-
less and wired connectiv-
ity [to the internet].”

The lab is expected to 
accommodate 80 to 90 
students and will feature 
“four distinct learning 
spaces”. ee fi ve or six of 
these rooms in the next 
couple years,” Macdougall 
said. 

The lab will still be ac-
cessible from the library a 
fl oor above. 

Not all students are 
happy with Algonquin’s 
mobile plan.

 “All mobile, I think 
that’s a bad idea because 
what if the network goes 
down?” small and me-
dium enterprise manage-
ment student Ibrahim 
Elmi, 26, said. “There 
should always be a pen 
and paper alternative. ”
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Palm-sized progress by 2013

Stephen Abraham, chief information offi cer of 
information technology services, is excited about 
the new mobile website. He said the sevices it 
provides are useful and  have been receiving  very 
positive feedback from students.

The pedestrian bridge, leading from the Algonquin Centre for Construction Excellence into B-building, is scheduled to open in Fall 2011. The bridge is just 
one of many renovations and new additions the college has underway. The new Student Commons building is scheduled to begin construction this spring.
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