
BREAKING NEWS AT OTTAWACITIZEN.COM

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 2010
D4 THE OTTAWA CITIZEN * TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2010

BY KRISTY NEASE

AND MARTIN CLEARY

A 33-year career in local poli-
tics came to an abrupt end for
Glenn Brooks last night as
young gun Scott Moffatt leapt
into the Rideau-Goulbourn
councillor’s chair.

Packed into a small room
adjoining the Royal Canadian
Legion in Manotick, crowded
around a small radio, some of
Brooks’ supporters gasped as
the results came in.

The incumbent conceded
the loss with grace. “On a per-
sonal level, I did all I could do.
I respect the wishes of the
people, and they’ve made that
very clear, that they want to
see a change, a different di-
rection. 

“People just want change,
and when you get that sense
of wanting change, it snow-
balls, and you get that
change.”

As a member of the golf in-
dustry, Moffatt knows all
about driving for show and
putting for dough.

The operations manager of
a Golf Town store achieved
both of those goals in dramat-
ic fashion.

“I’m overwhelmed,” said
Moffatt, after he entered a
family pub in North Gower to
a noisy standing ovation,
smiles and handshakes. 

Moffatt, who watched the
results come in with 15 mem-
bers of his family, amassed
5,048 votes and doubled that
of Brooks, who finished with
2,539. 

Bruce Webster was third at
1,181, while Iain McCallum fin-
ished fourth at 563, and Bruce
Christie took fifth at 258.

“A lot of people did a lot of
work,” added Moffat. 

“People talked to friends
and neighbours. That’s the
biggest part. Friends talking
to friends.”

Brooks, a former teacher
and principal, won his first
three elections to sit on Ot-

tawa City Council. After win-
ning the seat for the first time
with 65.1 per cent of the vote,
his support dropped in his
two re-elections.

When he was elected for a
third time in 2006, Brooks on-
ly gained 44.41 per cent of the
vote to Moffatt’s impressive
30.43 per cent in the four-per-
son race. 

Moffatt, who operated the
Anderson Links Golf Club in
its first year, has proposed the
city use golf as a catalyst to
stimulate economic growth
in Eastern Ontario’s hotel and
restaurant industry.

A staunch proponent of
reaching out through the so-
cial media tools of Facebook,
Twitter and on-line chats, he
pledged to follow his con-
stituents suggestions for im-
proved communication be-
tween the councillor and City
Hall, focus on basic core ser-
vices and to keep reasonable
tax increases at or below in-
flation.

During the 2010 campaign,
Brooks’ challengers were de-

termined to end his streak.
They argued that Brooks had
lost touch with the ward — a
charge the incumbent denied.

“The people have been
very supportive of me for 33
years,” Brooks said during the
weeks before the vote.
“Would that suggest to you
that I’ve been doing some-
thing right? Yes.

“If the people want a
change, that’s really the
essence of democracy. … And
I’m prepared, as I have always
been, to live with that.”

On the campaign trail
Brooks faced hard questions
about his level of community
involvement. In response, he
stressed his decades of lead-

ership experience, pointing to
what he called a healthy track
record in the ward.

He just wasn’t counting on
Moffatt, who placed second
in 2006 with 30 per cent of
the vote.

Hot topics in the rural ward
during the campaign? Devel-
opment and taxes. 

Minto’s plans to build in
Manotick and Mattamy
Homes’ plans to do the same
in Richmond caused a stir. 

Challengers in the ward ar-
gued that residents don’t sup-
port the growth — or at least
not the way it has been pre-
sented so far. 

Bruce Webster, a Richmond
resident, was especially criti-

cal, alleging that Brooks per-
sonally helped Mattamy
along the road to city ap-
proval.

Webster emphasized his 14
years of involvement in Rich-
mond’s political goings-on,
while Moffatt promised bet-
ter representation not just on
major issues, but also on
everyday concerns.  

“I’ll still be involved in the
community as a volunteer,” a
disappointed Webster told his
supporters after the results
were revealed. 

“I’ll continue to be a thorn
in the city’s side for Rich-
mond and Ward 21.”
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AND ANDREA HILL 

Shad Qadri choked back tears
as he thanked his wife of 32
years for her help and support
during his successful cam-
paign.

“I’m very thankful and very
happy and very honoured to
once again represent the com-
munity of Stittsville,” he said
of his convincing victory over
Richard Eveleigh. “You know
I will speak loud and clear for
this community as I have in
the past four years.”

A key issue during the cam-
paign was the need to balance
development with “the village
feel” — a constant problem in
rural and suburban wards. 

Rapid growth in the com-
munity has been accompa-
nied by traffic congestion, an
issue that dominates the sub-
urban ward. 

While many say intensifica-
tion is preferable to sprawl,
people are often upset by pro-
posed developments that they
claim don’t “fit in” with the
look and feel of their neigh-
bourhoods.

During the campaign, Qadri
said he and the majority of
Stittsville residents support
intensification, but that prob-
lems arise when a developer’s
desire for square footage
comes before the communi-
ty’s interests in cohesive,
neighbourhood-centric plan-
ning. 

He said it should always be
the other way around. 

But Stittsville, like other
communities, isn’t always suc-
cessful at curbing develop-
ments it doesn’t like. Weeks
ago, after Qadri and residents
fought a Dharma Develop-
ments five-storey building on
Stittsville Main Street, the city
gave the project the green
light.

“To me, that will totally de-
stroy the character of Main
Street,” Qadri said.

Qadri’s campaign faced off
against Centretown resident
Richard Eveleigh, whose plat-
form ideas had an environ-
mental focus.

Eveleigh, who stood quite
apart from Qadri on the de-
velopment question, said he
believes every new develop-
ment should be four storeys
and higher to curb suburban
sprawl, which he says sacri-
fices greenspace. 

He said he decided to run
for the councillor’s chair
when ideas he brought to
council were being ignored,
ideas such as asking private
properties to collect rainwa-
ter instead of letting it flow in-
to an already overburdened
west Ottawa sewer system. 

In the lead-up to the 2006
election, the biggest problem
facing voters was garbage —
specifically, the Carp Road

landfill expansion. 
After Stittsville fought to

curb the expansion of the
dump for residential waste,
the city decided against it. 

Waste Management’s ex-
pansion proposal is now be-
fore the province, so it could
take industrial, commercial
and institutional waste, some-
thing the city has no authority
to control, Qadri said.

On the campaign trail this
time around, Qadri said the
majority of complaints from
residents were about taxes.
He said residents told him it’s
like a “bottomless pit.”

“Everybody thought that
amalgamation was going to
give us bigger and better, but
we have not realized savings
from amalgamation and in-
stead, it’s costing us more
money,” he said. 

Qadri vows ‘loud and clear’
he’ll stay the course
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AND GREG MARKEY

Eli El-Chantiry cruised to vic-
tory last night in West Car-
leton-March winning his third
term as councillor. 

He celebrated  in Constance
Bay with about 100 supporters
and friends who shared their
appreciation for his tireless
work. 

“No matter what problem
you have, you can call him,
and he — or his staff — will
call you back within 24 hours,”
said Glen Byrne. “He is a very
good community person.” 

Although the results were
slow to trickle in at the event,
the crowd was happy with re-
sults. 

“I thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart,” he told the
crowd. 

He told the crowd that dur-
ing the campaign someone
asked why he was going door
to door. “This time was more
important than any other
time to show that I’m not
complacent with the job,” he
replied. 

El-Chantiry has expressed
support for the city’s transit
plan. He backs the east-west
light-rail route and the down-
town tunnel. He also support-
ed Larry O’Brien’s plan for a
ring road. He thinks the city
should buy the Beachburg
tracks that run to Ottawa for
a passenger train that would
bring in people from the west. 

Opponent Alexander
Aronec said residents told

him road repair is top priority.
He also said they’re eager for
a light-rail line out as far as
Carp. 

Candidate James Parsons,
meanwhile, wanted to kill the
tunnel, citing security con-
cerns and a cost he suggested
would only grow. He imag-
ined an electric rail system
equipped with solar panels to
generate power, a system that
would connect with subur-
ban and rural communities. 

During the campaign, El-
Chantiry argued that the rur-
al-urban question has turned
on its head. He says urban
councillors now complain
that too much power rests in
the hands of rural and subur-
ban councillors. There will al-
ways be people who feel the
city plays too big a role in rur-
al politics, he said, but the ma-
jority feel “we’re on the right
track.”

Parsons, meanwhile, said he
didn’t see any way to bridge
the gap between city and rur-
al politicians. Case in point?
Green bins, he said, arguing
that they are useless to rural
residents.

Aronec had said bringing
more urban councillors to
rural wards might help them
better understand rural is-

sues, and vice versa.
On the issue of taxes, El-

Chantiry says he agrees with
residents that property as-
sessments are getting too
high. He said he’d like to see
taxes go down, but funding
for things like emergency ser-
vices can’t be cut off. 

Aronec said some people
want more taxes for more
services, while others want
fewer services — or the same
level — with no tax increase.
Like other candidates, he said
shooting for zero should al-
ways be the goal, but noted
that no one can predict the
future. 

With a sewer upgrade com-
ing in the ward and certain
costs that increase beyond
the rate of inflation, he sug-
gested there was not much to
be done. 

El-Chantiry thanks 
ward for convincing win

STITTSVILLE WEST CARLETON-MARCH

Ward 21

Scott Moffatt 5,048
Glenn Brooks 2,539

Bruce Webster 1,181

Iain McCallum 563

Bruce Christie 258
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Scott Moffatt, councillor-elect for Rideau-Goulbourn, celebrates his victory Monday night at the Marlborough Pub & Eatery in North Gower. 

The 29-year-old candidate ousted incumbent Glenn Brooks, promising better representation not just on major issues, but also on everyday concerns.

Ward 6

Shad Qadri 7,185
Richard Eveleigh 671

Ward 5

Eli El-Chantiry 6,239
James Parsons 1,200

Alexander Aronec 622

‘People just want change,and when you get that sense 
of wanting change, it snowballs.’

GLENN BROOKS on his defeat in Rideau-Goulbourn‘ ’
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Incumbent Shad Qadri

easily defeated Richard

Eveleigh, his only challenger

in his Stittsville ward.
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Eli El-Chantiry, incumbent

for West Carleton-March,

was returned to office by a

wide margin on Monday.


