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“When you write a sto-
ry, it’s amazing how often 
it will lead to more sto-
ries.”

Don Butler, a senior 
writer for the Ottawa Citi-
zen, was teaching from 
experience while speak-
ing with journalism stu-
dents at Algonquin on 
Sept. 30.  He was there to 
teach students from ex-
perience, because as he 
noted, “it is best to show, 
not tell.” With his career 
in journalism starting in 

the 1970s, he had a rich 
history of experience to 
draw from.

Butler shared with the 
students eight different 
stories he had written 
for the Citizen, and the 
process of tracking down 
those stories. His experi-
ence noted the high num-
ber of follow-up stories he 
had been able to write, all 
of which started with one 
lone story. From two sto-
ries alone, Butler was able 
to write 20 follow-up sto-
ries.

“Keep your eye not only 
on the original topic, but 

the topics that come up.”
He encouraged stu-

dents to explore every 
facet of the story in order 
to develop more stories 
for print.

Butler, an award-win-
ning journalist, shared his 
experience of stumbling 
over a story by accident, 
and one developed by get-
ting a story idea from a 
blog. He has called com-
plete strangers for a story, 
and fl ew to Poland to in-
terview a family face-to-
face about their slain son, 
police offi cer Eric Czap-
nik.

Many of the stories 
he has written have pro-
pelled public issues to the 
centre of public debate. 
One such story he wrote 
recently was about the 
massive increase in en-
ergy prices, and its effect 
on Ontario residents and 
businesses.

 Speaking of that story, 
Butler said “I like to think 
[the story] helped stoke 
the fi re on the issue.” 
Butler also encouraged 
students to be persistent 
when following a story.

“You need to ask the 
tough questions.”

By Greg Markey
mark0019@algonquinlive.com

Citizen writer speaks to class

Author casts spell on audience
Story consultant Michael Hauges spoke at a seminar co-hosted by Algonquin and the Ottawa Romance Writers’ Association on Sept. 25. He lectured about 
story structure and character development.

Hollywood resident, 
story consultant, author, 
and lecturer Michael 
Hauge was the guest 
speaker at a story mastery 
seminar co-hosted by Al-
gonquin and the Ottawa 
Romance Writers’ Asso-
ciation on Sept. 25.  

Lynn Tarzwell, coordi-
nator of the scriptwriting 
program at Algonquin, 
was accompanied by sev-
eral of her students at the 
event because of Hauge’s 
extensive experience and 

stellar success in script-
writing.  

“He told us that every 
story has to have struc-
ture, and it has to have a 
character that needs to 
move forward and get to 
a big obstacle and not give 
up,” said Erin Veeneman, 
Algonquin scriptwriting 
student. 

“Every good story has 
a good structure, doesn’t 
matter what genre it is,” 
agreed Anaska-dee Ber-
nard, another scriptwrit-
ing student. 

In addition to writ-
ing best-selling books 

like Selling Your Story in 
60 Seconds: The Guar-
anteed Way to Get Your 
Screenplay or Novel Read 
and Writing Screenplays 
That Sell, Hauge is on the 
board of directors of the 
American Screenwriters’ 
Association, the advisory 
board for Scriptwriter 
Magazine, and on retainer 
with Will Smith’s compa-
ny: Overbrook Entertain-
ment.  He has presented 
seminars and lectures to 
more than 40,000 par-
ticipants throughout the 
world.    

Cynthia Boyko, presi-

dent of the Ottawa Ro-
mance Writers’ Asso-
ciation, was thrilled to be 
able to have Hauge give 
the seminar.  

“Michael Hauge speaks 
to anyone who is involved 
in creative writing,” 
Boyko said.  Even though 
she and most of the mem-
bers of ORWA are novel-
ists and not scriptwriters, 
Boyko said there is “defi -
nitely crossover” from 
the advice that Hauge has 
to give to the advice that 
novelists need.  

In introducing Hauge 
at the beginning of the 

seminar, Boyko took a 
moment to express her 
gratitude for fellow mem-
bers of ORWA.  

“Never have I been a 
part of a more supportive 
group,” Boyko said.

Hauge agrees with 
Boyko 100 per cent.  “Ro-
mance writers are the 
most supportive, most 
connected writers group 
I’ve ever encountered,” 
Hauge said.  “This is prob-
ably the sixth or eighth 
time I’ve spoken to an in-
dividual chapter, and I’ve 
always been just dazzled 
at how much the mem-

bers are willing to help 
each other.”  

In accordance with the 
romance-writing theme of 
the event, Hauge played 
clips from the opening 
scenes of Wedding Crash-
ers and Hitch to show the 
different ways that em-
pathy is created with the 
main character of a story; 
either they are funny, or 
good at what they do, or 
well-liked by other char-
acters in the story. 

Hauge also referred to  
Titanic and Brokeback 
Mountain to strengthen 
his structure argument.
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