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OPINION

We are always so quick 
with the turn down.

I came to this real-
ization when I was helping to 
hand out the Algonquin Times 
newspaper. Now if everyone 
had taken one, I would have 
only spent a couple of minutes 
out on the corner hawking my 
wares. Instead, I was surprised 
by how many people said no.

Don’t get me wrong; some 
people are not interested in 
reading the paper and I un-
derstand that.  I’m not under 
the delusion that just because 

I write for it, I think people 
should be interested enough 
to read it. My last name is not 
Woodward or Bernstein.

But it was so interesting, 
most times even comical, to 
watch people and their rejec-
tions. Comical because, even 
though they were quick to say 
no, they still want to be nice 
about it so as to not offend me.

 For example, I had many 
people walk on the other side of 
the sidewalk and look the other 
way. Did they think I didn’t see 
them? 

The funniest was the person 
who, 10 feet before they would 
have passed me, waved their 
right arm in the air and loudly 
said, “no thanks!” I guess he 
was anxious and wanted to give 

me a pre-emptive turndown. 
He couldn’t even see what he 
was saying no to.

It made me realize that we 
have socialized ourselves to say 
no, even when what is being of-
fered was free, may help us out, 
or make our lives better. On a 
daily basis, we are bombarded 
with requests; buy this latest 
gadget, give to this charity, 
spend your time doing this, 
read this newspaper. 

We live in a high-paced 
culture where everything from 
chewing gum to corporate im-
age is carefully branded and 
marketed.   For the most part, 
I blame telemarketers, who 
invade the peace of our homes 
to give us the hard sell. Some-
times all this bombardment can 

tire us out without our notice.
Soon enough the requests 

come so often, that instead of 
only saying no to a few things, 
we just begin saying no to 
everything. If we just automati-
cally program our minds with 
a reject button, we will not be 
bothered.

I am just as guilty of this. 
Recently, a Rogers rep came to 
my door to tell me about their 
latest service packages. Before 
he could say much more than 
his name, I told him I wasn’t 

interested and promptly shut 
the door. 

But what if they were offer-
ing something better then what 
I had? Now if I want to fi nd 
out, I would have to take more 
time to look for the information 
than if I had just listened to the 
rep.

We would be better consum-
ers and better people if we 
just started listening to oth-
ers. Does that mean we should 
listen to everything or say yes 
to everything? Of course not. 
But by automatically rejecting 
everything without giving it a 
second thought, we may just be 
hurting ourselves.

Think about that next time 
you see me on the corner with 
my newspapers.

Can a school weed out ignorance?

Youth should invest in education 
to get rid of the ignorance that 
invades our generation.

This summer I met a 25-year-old 
conservative who believed the govern-
ment should not exist, and a 19-year-old 
feminist who thinks women should stay 
home instead of going to work. 

 I also watched a Chicago local news 
anchor say South Africa was located in 
South America when reporting about 
the FiFa World Cup.  

These errors cannot continue to hap-
pen. 

People need more education, in order 
to have a better future for themselves 
and other generations. 

The Ontario Education Act says the 
purpose of education is to provide 
students with the opportunity to realize 
their potential and develop into highly 
skilled, knowledgeable, caring citizens 
who contribute to their society.

The International Adult Development 
Survey, done in 23 different countries, 
proved that investment in human 
capital -- education and skill training-- 
is as important to economic growth in 
the long run, as investments in physical 
capital --machinery and equipment. 

As a consequence, a country that 
focuses on promoting strong literacy 
skills will be more successful in foster-
ing growth and well being than one in 
which the gap between high skill and 
low skill groups in large. 

Therefore, a high level of education 
does contribute to a better society.

Furthermore, a study done by the 

Social and Economic Dimensions of an 
Aging Population in Canada and Aus-
tralia in 2003 proved how higher levels 
of education are positively related to 
health and therefore positively related 
to a society’s well being. 

The document shows that a knowl-
edgeable person is more likely to distin-
guish between the seriousness of certain 
symptoms and consequently go to the 
doctor faster and avoid having serious 
health complications. 

Also, the more educated a person is, 
the fewer economic problems that per-
son will have. Hence the less depressed 
or anxious that person could be.

 A higher education level contributes 
to higher economic development, which 
at the same time positively affects the 
health of an individual, and thus on 
society. 

Moreover, the higher the education, 
the less likely people will commit such 
errors as the ones I heard through sum-
mer and the better off our and future 
generations will be.  

Society will develop more critical 
thinkers who can develop new and im-
proved ways of dealing with problems. 

 Nelson Mandela once said, “Educa-
tion is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world.” I 
agree.

Yes: Education breeds enlightenment
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While a formal education built 
on textbooks, lectures, and 
studying may be well-suited 

to fi lling students’ minds with facts, the 
belief that a traditional education alone 
can produce the prototypical “leaders of 
tomorrow” is misguided.

College and university classrooms 
are undoubtedly heady places. Swaths 
of ideas, concepts, and skills are taught 
within their walls, and debated and 
discussed with the end goal of churn-
ing out the world’s future leaders. And 
to be sure, post-secondary institutions 
are very good at one thing — provid-
ing a base of knowledge in theoretical, 
abstract terms. But as far as helping 
students fully understand the world that 
we live in, classrooms are something of 
a goldfi sh bowl; they offer education in 
the comfort of isolation from the very 
world it attempts to reveal. 

Formal education constitutes only 
one of the pillars that support an in-
formed and intelligent society. It is up 
to students to fi nd the ambition to get 
out of the classroom and see the world 
as it exists beyond the pages of a book. 
And in doing so, understand that there 
are nuanced and hidden elements of the 
world that cannot be revealed by study-
ing alone.

The context needed to rid our genera-
tion of ignorance comes from what can 
be loosely defi ned as ‘life experience.’ 
Experiential learning — literally learn-
ing about the world through immersion 
in it — is every bit as valid and authori-
tative as traditional in-classroom learn-

ing. Basically, you’re better off going to 
the zoo and seeing the animals and the 
habitats fi rsthand, than sitting at home 
reading about tigers in a book. 

Consider: is the student who reads 
about and writes an essay on the effects 
of post-colonialism in South America 
better informed and better placed to 
tackle the issues than the 25-year-old 
who spends six months in a Chilean vil-
lage experiencing the residents’ struggle 
to feed their families? Likely not. 

After all, the phrase “live and learn” 
remains popular for a reason.

Admittedly, the best education prob-
ably doesn’t come through hopping on 
the next bus out of town and vaguely 
“seeing the world”. The ideal is to bal-
ance and embrace both the positive 
elements of theory presented by formal 
education and the best elements of im-
mersive fi rst-hand experience in real 
world situations. In terms of becoming 
well-educated and impactful members 
of society, the absence of the second in 
the pursuit of knowledge is every bit as 
harmful as the absence of both.

Ultimately, the unique benefi ts of 
post-secondary education will always 
be vital in helping students become 
informed members of society. But the 
student who rests on the laurels of a 
diploma as evidence of a complete edu-
cation is a papier-mache scholar at best. 

In short, when saving up for next 
year’s tuition, remember to also invest 
in experiences that help you see, under-
stand, and gain context about the world 
fi rst-hand. A diploma proudly displayed 
on the wall doesn’t show you actually 
understand anything about the world. It 
only shows that you can pass an exam.

And I’m betting that truly changing 
the world is going to require more than 
that.

No: Life lessons are the best teacher
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‘Yes’ seems to be the hardest word

Soon enough the requests 
come so often, that instead 
of only saying no to a few 
things, we just begin saying 
no to everything.
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