
When Drew Taylor entered 
the cabinet making and fur-
niture technician program at 
Algonquin, he could not have 
imagined the skills he would 
learn could propel him into a 
full-time job so soon – even be-
fore graduating.

Now a graduate of the two-
year accelerated program, he 
works for a wood shop in Stitts-
ville.

“It was a great transition 
from college to career,” he said. 
“I was working before school 

was over.”
Taylor was named top stu-

dent for the school of transpor-
tation and building trades at 
Algonquin’s Fall convocation 
ceremony on Oct. 26.

 The honour is given to a stu-
dent for high academic achieve-
ment, as well as for the contri-
butions they make to the trades 
program.

“It’s such an honour and 
privilege to win [the award],” 
said Taylor. “It’s nice to have 
good people to share it with,” he 
added, noting his family was in 
attendance.

The college awarded creden-

tials to 1,600 students, more 
than 500 of which were in at-
tendance. It was the largest 
Fall convocation in Algonquin’s 
history. In addition to the cer-
tifi cates and diplomas given, the 
college also awarded degrees 
to graduates of its e-business 
supply chain management pro-
gram. 

Taylor, along with the new-
est graduates of Algonquin fol-
lowed faculty into Southam 
Hall at the National Arts Cen-
tre, as the concert organ played 
‘Pomp and Circumstance’. The 
cavernous theatre was packed 
with family and friends, making 
empty seats scarce.

 “Whether one is living in the 
best of times or the worst of 
times, one thing is certain, and 

that is that education gives you 
hope for a better future,” said 
college president Robert Gillett 
as he addressed the graduates.

In his speech, Gillett stressed 
the importance of education, 
saying it “has proven to be the 
single best investment a person 
can make in their own future.”

He also expressed confi dence 
that it was a good time to be 
graduating and entering the 
workforce, regardless of the 
recession-weakened economy. 
Gillett cited the massive wave 
of skilled workers who will be 
retiring soon, and the need for 
employers to rehire in order to 
keep their businesses going.

Taylor was not the only one 
that has been able to fi nd work 
after graduating. Frank Crooks, 

a graduate of the civil engineer-
ing technician program found 
work with a local engineering 
fi rm soon after classes were 
over.

“It’s very overwhelming. I’m 
fi nally done and I’m out in the 
workforce,” Crooks said.

Andrea Rothenburger, a 
graduate of the veterinarian 
technician program voiced de-
light in the job prospects for her 
and other graduates from her 
program.

“So far almost everyone has 
been able to fi nd a job,” she said.

Others, like Lindsay Sibbitt, 
also a graduate of the program, 
were simply enjoying the mo-
ment.

“I’m so happy to be done 
school,” she said.
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Class of 2010 the largest ever
College sends record-setting number 
of Fall grads into the world

By Greg Markey
mark0119@algonquinlive.com

TEAM CAPS SEASON WITH A BRONZE MEDAL

Anique Wallace photo

The Algonquin Thunder women’s soccer team fi nished a perfect regular season with a bronze medal win at Provinicials on Oct. 30. The team was 
fi rst place in the eastern conference after fi nishing with a perfect 8-0 record in the regular season. For more SEE PAGE 19.
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