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Big donation helps small businesses 

Algonquin will be able 
to use its physical resources 
and brain power to give 
small businesses a boost, 
thanks to $750,000 the fed-
eral government has given to 
the college.

Conservative cabinet min-
ister John Baird was on cam-
pus last month to announce 
the funding.

 “This initiative will allow 
smaller enterprises to work 
closely with colleges and 
universities, to meet their ap-
plied research and develop-
ment goals, and will allow 
companies to develop new 
products in a cost effective 
way,” Baird said.

The funding was provided 
by the larger $15-million Ap-
plied Research and Commer-
cialization Initiative, which 
is intended to create jobs 
by helping small businesses 
grow.

The infusion of cash will 
give more students like John 
McMullin, a third-year me-
chanical engineering stu-
dent, an opportunity to assist 
in the creation of innovative 
products for small business-
es in the Ottawa region.

“It’s a wonderful learning 

experience because of the 
practical knowledge, and I 
am actually working with my 
hands,” McMullin said.

McMullin, along with four 
other Algonquin students, 
is working with design and 
fabrication fi rm Edey FX, to 
construct a wind turbine for 
industrial use.

Mark Edey, President of 
Edey FX, thinks that giving 
small businesses access to 
funding makes a big differ-
ence in the development of 
its products.

“Anytime the government 
provides additional funding 
it helps small start-ups such 
as mine and other compa-
nies. This kind of funding 
is crucial to allowing small 
companies to invest in new 
R&D,” Edey said.

It is diffi cult for small 
businesses like Edey’s to 
dive into the research and 
development without fund-
ing because of its prohibi-
tive cost. But Edey also 
thinks having access to Al-
gonquin students has been 

valuable, as well as the fi -
nancial support.

“The students are a key 
aspect to it. Having the brain 
power to come up with new 
ideas is important.”

Algonquin students have 
already been working with 
industry partners prior to 
the latest funding. Over 250 
students and 50 professors 
worked in some capacity 
with an industry partner last 
year, according to Algonquin 
President Robert Gillett. The 
latest funding will provide 

even more opportunities to 
students looking to supple-
ment their education with 
some practical experience.

“With this funding, we 
hope to work with at least 
30 industry partners doing a 
variety of different projects,” 
said Mark Hoddenbagh, di-
rector of applied research 
and innovation at Algonquin.

These projects will range 
from small ones that students 
will work on in class, to large 
scale ones done in design 
and fabrication labs of indus-

try partners.
A partnership with indus-

try businesses is only one of 
the benefi ts of the funding 
announcement. 

Hoddenbagh said the col-
lege had its students in mind 
when it created its partner-
ship agreements with those 
businesses.

“All of our projects in-
volve at least one Algonquin 
professor, and at least one 
Algonquin student, and if 
we don’t have a student or a 
professor, we can’t do a proj-
ect,” he said. “That is one of 
our absolute principles for 
industry projects.”

At the funding announce-
ment, Gillett thanked the 
minister and the government 
of Canada for the funding it 
provided. 

He also said that the gov-
ernment was right in funding 
research at the college level, 
although delayed.

“Colleges have been lob-
bying for a fair period of 
time for a share of research 
funds,” Gillett said.

But for McMullin, the 
funding is better late than 
never.

“Everything costs money 
so it’s great that we are get-
ting extra funding,” he said.
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College scores with a Sens assist 
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College receives federal grant to help accelarate R&D for smaller enterprises

Not only did the Sens win 
5-2 Nov. 9, but Algonquin’s 
future trades programs also 
scored.

The Senators announced a 
$250,000 donation to the Al-
gonquin centre for construc-
tion excellence, set to open 
next year. 

The $3 million already 
raised is the result of the 
Algonquin foundation’s 
fi rst capital campaign in its 
seven-year history, meaning 
it was the fi rst fundraising 
endeavor that was lead by 
industry leaders whose pur-
pose is to raise contributions 
from corporations in order to 
drop the cost of the $79 mil-
lion building. 

In return for these dona-
tions, many companies will 
have their names and logos 
on display throughout the 
building. 

As Brenda Rothwell, ex-
ecutive director of the Al-

gonquin foundation said, 
they expect all parts of the 
building will be corporately 
named.

The foundation hopes 
to attract more students to 
trades with the increased ad-
vertising presence of the new 
building.

“We are hoping students 
will consider a career choice 
in trades,” said Brenda Roth-
well. “That was the aim of 
Construction Night [at Sco-
tiabank Place].”

Each part of the building’s 
naming rights essentially has 

a price tag and that depends 
on the size of the room and 
how much traffi c might go 
through the area. 

The Senators donation has 
bought them a main corridor, 
with very high traffi c. 

“Our donors will be rec-
ognized through a naming 
strategy, with a value of 
each space determined,” said 
Claude Brule, dean of tech-
nology and trades. 

The college is well on its 
way to the $7 million goal it 
set for itself, as many com-
panies, including Tomlinson, 
the Ottawa Construction As-
sociation, Black and Mac-
Donald and Tamarack are all 
sponsored partners, just to 
name a few. 

A donor wall will grace 
the wall of the new building, 
consisting of all the donors.

The donation by the Sena-
tors foundation and the Ot-
tawa Senators are $25,000 
each per year over a fi ve-
year period. 
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Kent MacDonald, John Baird, Robert Gillett, Mark Hoddenbagh, Jerry Barker, and Mike Rushton at the 
funding announcement on Nov. 26. The grant was provided to the college by the $15-million Applied 
Research and Commercialization Initiative, intended to create jobs by helping small businesses grow. 

Team’s donation will help fund Algonquin Centre for Construction Excellence
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Claude Brule, Dean of technology and trades, along with the Algonquin foun-
dation, accepted a $250,000 donation from the Ottawa Senators.

“We are hoping 
students will 
consider a ca-
reer choice in 
trades.

Brenda Roth
Executive director
 of the Algonquin 

foundation
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