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Quebec to limit 
water hogs

MONTREAL Quebecers are 
water hogs, and the provincial 
government says it is going to 
do something about it.

Quebecers use more drink-
ing water than any other Cana-
dians — 795 litres are distrib-
uted per person per day in the 
province. The Canadian aver-
age is 591 litres.

Under new rules announced 
Monday, towns and cities will 
have to figure out how much 
water is used in their munici-
palities and come up with a 
plan to cut consumption.

They’ll have to install equip-
ment to detect and repair water 
leaks if  necessary and install 
water meters in non-residen-
tial buildings.

Quebec says the new rules 
will reduce the production of  
drinking water in the province 
by 20 per cent, saving $2 billion 
over 20 years.

Gay jail guard 
awarded $250,000

OTTAWA A gay jail guard has 
been awarded nearly $250,000 
after enduring years of  abuse 
that created a “poisonous” 
working atmosphere at the 
Ottawa-Carleton Detention 
Centre.

The $244,242 award to Robert 
Ranger was handed down last 
month, about a year after On-
tario’s Grievance Settlement 
Board upheld a complaint filed 
against the corrections min-
istry that claimed it allowed 
harassment against him to 
continue unchecked for four 
years, leaving him suicidal and 
diagnosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Ranger’s union and the gov-
ernment’s legal team have 
been meeting since that deci-
sion to negotiate the wages he 
lost between 2002 and 2010. 

Quebec officer 
injured in shootout
ST. REMI, QUE. A Quebec pro-
vincial police officer has been 
injured and a suspect serious-
ly wounded in an exchange of  
gunfire in St. Remi, about 50 
kilometres south of  Montreal.

The female officer suffered 
an injury to one of  her legs and 
was taken to hospital for treat-
ment, said Surete du Quebec 
spokesperson Sgt. Joyce Kemp. 
The officer’s injury is not con-
sidered life-threatening.

A suspect was also injured in 
Monday’s shootout. Kemp said 
the suspect’s injuries are con-
sidered to be more serious. 

Wind turbine 
challenge goes on 

TORONTO Anti-wind cam-
paigners in Ontario will forge 
ahead with their legal chal-
lenge against turbines, the 
group says.

Wind Concerns Ontario, a 
grassroots organization, says 
it will appeal a Superior Court 
decision earlier in March that 
ruled against its challenge to 
the province’s Green Energy 
Act regulations.

The anti-wind activists say 
Ontario’s environment min-
istry failed to properly assess 
the human health risks of  
turbines, which they believe 
emit low-frequency noise that 
causes sleeplessness and an 
array of  other effects, ranging 
from psychiatric conditions to 
cardiovascular disease.

At the centre of  the dispute 
is a government regulation 
that states turbines must be at 
least 550 metres from the near-
est house. 

Opponents believe this “set-
back” is insufficient.

ontario gives 
budget preview

Lee GreeNberG
Postmedia News

TORONTO Ontario will con-
tinue to increase funding for 
its two largest budget items 
— education and health care — 
says Finance Minister Dwight 
Duncan, who announced Mon-
day a large expansion of  col-
lege and university spaces.

Duncan said the province 
would bankroll an additional 
60,000 post-secondary spots 
over the next five years at an 
annual cost of  more than $309 

million, an 
a n n o u n c e -
ment slated to 
be made offi-
cial in today’s 
budget.

The massive 
new invest-
ment is part 
of  the Liberal 
strategy to 
work slowly toward a balanced 
budget without major spend-
ing cuts.

Duncan said education and 
health care — comprising 70 
per cent of  Ontario’s spend-
ing — would be sacrosanct for 
years. The government will 
work on curbing the “rate of  
growth” in those two areas, 
Duncan said, but it will not cut 

spending in either.
Instead, the McGuinty Liber-

als will look for creative cost-
savings similar to the reforms 
in generic drug pricing which 
are saving an estimated $500 
million annually.

He contrasted his party’s 
ideology with the “Tea Party” 
style his Conservative oppo-
nents.

“We are taking an entirely 
different approach from (PC 
leader) Mr. (Tim) Hudak,” 
Duncan said. “In our view, we 
have to make these new in-
vestments. The most foolish 
thing you could do is allow 
our universities and colleges 
to fall into disrepair, allow our 
health care system to become 
underfunded … I think quite 

candidly to do anything else 
would threaten the future of  
our economy.”

Duncan accused the Conser-
vatives of  harbouring a “hid-
den plan” to make major cuts 
to government services.

“We will not take a slash-
and-burn approach. We’re go-
ing to take a more thoughtful 
approach.”

On Sunday, the government 
announced the deficit this year 
would be $16.7 billion, with the 
province returning to a bal-
anced budget in 2017-18.

The provincial debt, mean-
while, is at $237 billion — a level 
high enough to prompt former 
Liberal deputy prime minister 
John Manley to call on Duncan 
to wage a “war” on it.

Duncan confirmed Monday 
he would strike a panel of  ex-
perts to look at deficit reduc-
tion, but was unclear on the 
exact objective of  that panel.

In the legislature, Hudak 
fired back accusing the pre-
mier of  viewing Ontario fami-
lies “as your own personal 
ATM” and fretted about fresh 
attempts to raise taxes in the 
last Liberal budget before Oc-
tober’s provincial election.

“Dalton McGuinty is hard-
wired to increase taxes to pay 
for his runaway spending,” 
Hudak said during question 
period. 

“It’s in your genes.”
Duncan told reporters “there 

are no tax increases or decreas-
es in the budget.”

60,000 new post-secondary spots

Dwight 
Duncan

anaConda settles in

IaN SmIth/Postmedia News 
The Vancouver Aquarium is now home to a 5.2-metre (17-foot) anaconda that was found in a warehouse in Milwaukee last fall 

and was moved into the Graham Amazon Gallery on Monday.

GreG MArkey
Postmedia News

OTTAWA During any election 
campaign, federal parties echo 
talking points meant to ensure 
the message is clearly commu-
nicated.

Here’s your guide to concepts 
both straightforward and spin-
worthy:

• Economic Action Plan: 
The Conservative word for 
“budget.” The Harper govern-
ment uses the term to brand its 
plans for the economy.

• Partisan games: What 
the other parties are playing, 
but never applicable to one’s 
own party, apparently. Meant 
to suggest the other guys are 
avoiding the issues by offering 
only insults and tricks.

• Unnecessary election: 
The Conservative name for 
the current campaign, meant 
to point out what they think is 
the political opportunism of  
the other parties. 

• Out-of-touch, out-of-con-
trol: This one’s a favourite 
with Liberal Leader Michael 
Ignatieff  to describe the Con-
servative government and Ste-
phen Harper.

• Contempt: What lots of  
Canadians feel for political 
shenanigans, but in this case, 
the term used when the op-
position members last week 
sanctioned the governing 
Conservatives for a variety 
of  perceived shortcomings 
around disclosure of  infor-

mation. The Conservatives, 
meanwhile, say the opposi-
tion has contempt for Cana-
dians by sending them to an 
election.

• Canadian families: A 
large group of  Canadians that 
each party says they are work-
ing hard for. Also known as 

“hardworking Canadians.”
• Hardworking Canadians: 

See above. Unfortunately, these 
hardworking people may be 
too busy to notice there is an 
election taking place.

• Middle-class families: 
The largest portion of  Cana-
dian families. A majority of  

Canadian families identify 
themselves as middle class. 
This makes them the object 
of  special affection from par-
ties.

• Jails, jets, and giveaways: 
Another Iggyism, meant to 
point out Liberal opprobrium 
for Conservative plans to ex-
pand prisons, buy F-35 fighter 
jets and give corporate tax 
cuts.

• Soft on crime: What the 
Conservatives say the Liberals 
are. And everyone else.

• Very ethnic: A term de-
rived from the Conservative 
“very ethnic” strategy to gain 
support from ethnic commu-
nities in Canada. This landed 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Minister, Jason Kenney — re-
gardless of  his ethnicity — in 
hot water.

• Red doors and blue doors: 
Imagery that has emerged 
thanks to Michael Ignatieff, it’s 
code for who Canadians should 
vote for.

• Reckless coalition: The 
Tories’ favourite term to de-
scribe what they argue the Lib-
erals, NDP and BQ will create 
if  the Conservatives don’t win 
a majority.

• Coalition monkey: What 
you’ve got on your back once 
your opponent accuses you of  
intending to create a coalition. 
It may refer to either Ignatieff, 
because of  that 2008 attempt, 
or, some say, to Harper, who 
talked alliances with the other 
opposition parties when he 
was in opposition.

Your guide to campaign-speak

matthew Sherwood/Postmedia News
Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff tours Toronto’s chinatown with 

Trinity-spadina candidate christine Innes on Monday. 

BryaN SchloSSer/Postmedia News
NdP Leader Jack Layton made his first election stop in 

Saskatchewan to meet with party faithful in regina on Monday.
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EDMONTON A report into the 
murder of  four RCMP officers 
outside Mayerthorpe, Alta., 
makes few recommendations 
to avoid similar deaths, and 
concludes there was no way to 
prevent the worst tragedy the 
RCMP has faced in a century.

“I conclude that this was a 
uniquely tragic event which 
could not reasonably have been 
foreseen or prevented,” reads 
the fatality-inquiry report by 
Assistant Chief  Judge Daniel 
Pahl. “I find there were no fail-
ings in the training, experi-
ence or abilities of  the officers 
who lost their lives.”

Pahl’s signature is dated 
March 3, 2011, six years to the 
day after the four officers were 
gunned down by James Roszko 
while during an investigation 
on the property of  the bully 
and cop-hater. The report was 
released publicly Monday.

Const. Anthony Gordon, 
Const. Leo Johnston, Const. 
Brock Myrol and Const. Peter 
Schiemann were murdered by 
Roszko before he took his own 
life as other officers gathered 
around the Quonset hut where 
the deaths occurred.

Recommendations include 
each RCMP detachment hav-
ing a threat-assessment co-
ordinator, a national policy for 
the RCMP on how to secure 
crime scenes and adding para-
medics to the RCMP Emergen-
cy Response Teams.

‘No way to 
prevent’ 
RCMP 

tragedy
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M O N T R E A L  Wi t n e s s e s 
stepped forward in court Mon-
day to say that jail was no place 
for a man who pummelled his 
neighbour in a rage.

Patrick Belanger, 28, told the 
court at his sentencing hear-
ing that he knew he had to pay 
for killing Leonard Wells, a 
62-year-old pedophile.

When Belanger came across 
a slide show of  pre-pubescent 
children involved in sexual 
acts on Wells’ computer, com-
bined with Belanger’s drunken 
state, it triggered anger in him 
because his own father had 
been sexually abused, he said. 
Belanger pleaded guilty in Jan-
uary to manslaughter.

Sentence is set for April 21.

Child porn 
triggered 

deadly rage


