
Students from low-income 
families would receive $6,000 
— $1,500 in each of the four 
years.

“The cost of college and 
university is slipping out of 
reach for too many middle-
class families,” Ignatieff said 
before leaving for a scheduled 
evening appearance in Van-
couver. 

“We can make a billion-dol-
lar investment in education 
every year without raising the 
taxes on ordinary Canadians,” 
he said, “because we’re making 
better choices — not jets, not 
jails, not corporate-tax give-
aways.”

In nearby Brantford, Ont., 
NDP Leader Jack Layton took 
aim at skyrocketing household 
debt by proposing to cap credit 
card interest rates and to regu-
late transaction fees.

If elected prime minister, 
Layton said he would cap the 
interest rate at five per cent 
above prime, which currently 
stands at three per cent. The 
move is expected to save the 
average cardholder more than 
$60 a month, or $740 a year.

He also proposed to give fi-
nancial regulators new powers 
to identify and ban “excessive” 
credit card fees.

Unlike Harper’s “voluntary 
code of ethics” on credit card 
transaction fees, Layton said, 
his proposal would make it 
law and give Canadians a 
“fighting chance” to pay off 
their bills.

The measure would kick in 
immediately, the NDP leader 
noted, taking a shot at Harper’s 
Monday policy announcement 
on income splitting, a tax break 
for families that wouldn’t start 
for four years.

“My plan will help Canadian 
families now — not in 2015,” 
said Layton, who is scheduled 
to appear Wednesday in To-
ronto at what party officials 
are touting as “one of the big-
gest election rallies in New 
Democrat history.”

The NDP also unveiled a 
new animated election ad 
slamming the Conservative 
government’s record on health 
care.

Harper, meanwhile, dipped 
into the pages of his defeated 
budget on Tuesday to promise 
that a re-elected Conservative 
government would provide 
a tax break for small busi-
nesses.

Harper pledged that the 
Tories would, in their first 
budget, reintroduce a one-year 
incentive to encourage busi-
nesses to hire new workers.

Under the initiative, the gov-
ernment would pick up some 
of the costs of the companies’ 

EI premiums for workers. To 
defray the cost of hiring, the 
plan would provide a one-time 
credit of up to $1,000 against a 
smaller employer’s increase in 
its 2011 premiums over those 
paid in 2010.

“Small business are the en-
gine of job creation in Canada, 
and are indispensable in their 
role as job creators and inno-
vators,” he said.

“Providing incentives to 
business to hire new employ-
ees creates jobs and creates 
economic growth.”

Harper repeated that mes-
sage at a rally of Conservative 
supporters later in the day in 
Winnipeg. On Wednesday, he 
brings his campaign to Toronto 
and Montreal.

Bloc Quebecois leader Gilles 
Duceppe held a breakfast rally 
Tuesday in one of the most 
hotly contested ridings on the 
Island of Montreal.

He later laced into Conser-
vative candidate and former 

CFL football player Larry 
Smith after the Tory hopeful 
in Lac-Saint-Louis riding said 
the French language no longer 
needs protection in Quebec.

“That’s the past,” Smith, who 
resigned the Senate seat he 
had held for three months to 
run for Parliament, said in an 
interview in Tuesday’s edition 
of Le Devoir.

“Mr. Duceppe has protected 
the rights of francophones 
for years,” Smith continued. 
“But people want more than 
a protector. They want a man 
who develops opportunities 
for Quebecers, especially the 
young between 25 and 40.”

“Poor Larry,” Duceppe re-
sponded.

“I am deeply modern,” he 
added, noting that his daughter 
speaks five languages, three of 
them well, and his son speaks 
three.

“And they are both sover-
eigntists,” Duceppe said. “Con-
trary to what Larry Smith says, 
French should be protected 
and it should expand.”

Duceppe campaigned Tues-
day on immigration’s positive 
impact on Quebec.

He criticized Harper for 
wanting to create two classes 
of immigrants by making it 
more difficult for refugees to 
come to Canada.

In Regina, Harper reacted 
to Duceppe, saying most Que-
becers favour the changes his 
government is proposing in 
immigration, including “our 
measured response to stop 
human smuggling.”

With files from tobi Cohen and 
Kevin dougherty, Postmedia neWs
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VICTORIA

Green party Leader Eliza-
beth May says a broadcast con-
sortium’s decision to exclude 
her from a televised leaders’ 
debate is “breathtakingly anti-
democratic.”

She is calling on Canadians 
to rise up and to register their 
disapproval.

“It’s very important that in 
the next few hours that Ca-
nadians from coast to coast 
express their concerns,” May 
told the Victoria Times Colo-
nist. “Otherwise, the old-boys’ 
club will win.”

Consortium spokesman 
Marco Dube told media 
Tuesday only the four lead-
ers whose parties are in the 
House of Commons — Con-
servative, Liberal, NDP and 
Bloc Quebecois — are invited 
to take part.

The Green party has not yet 
elected an MP. This election, 
the Greens are focusing all 
their energy on trying to get 
May elected in the B.C. riding 
of Saanich-Gulf Islands.

Dube told media outlets 
Tuesday five host broadcast-
ers — CBC, Radio-Canada, 
CTV, Global and TVA — 
“unanimously decided they 
wanted to invite the four par-
ties that have representation 
in the House.” He called it a 
programming decision.

May said Tuesday it was 
an “arbitrary” decision that 
goes against what Canadians 
want. When May was initially 
excluded from the televised 
debate in 2008, polls showed 
Canadians overwhelmingly 
supported her inclusion.

“They have no rules and no 
criteria on how they operate,” 
May said. “They are just try-
ing to shut down democracy 
. . . It’s an old-boys’ club and 
I don’t think Canadians will 
stand for it.”

Green 
leader not 

invited  
to debate

Lyle Stafford, Postmedia News
Green party Leader  
Elizabeth May has asked 
Canadians to voice their 
opinions on her exclusion.

Mark kEnnEdy
Postmedia neWs

WINNIPEG

Conservative Leader Ste-
phen Harper sat down at a 
piano Tuesday to play music 
with 10-year-old YouTube sen-
sation Maria Aragon.

She played Lady Gaga’s Born 
This Way. He played John Len-
non’s Imagine.

She stayed in tune. His was 
a fine effort, but then again, 
he’s got a day job on Parlia-
ment Hill.

The event happened on the 
fourth day of Harper’s cam-
paign, shortly after he touched 
down in Winnipeg to attend 
a rally of Conservative sup-
porters.

Instead of going directly to 

the rally, Harper and his con-
tingent of bodyguards and a 
small group of camera-toting 
journalists went to Aragon’s 
home.

She is the girl from Win-
nipeg with the voice of a su-
perstar and the demeanour 
of a pro. 

She became an instant 
worldwide hit in February 
when her cover version of 
Lady Gaga’s song, Born This 
Way, appeared on YouTube.

Harper and his wife Lau-
reen sat next to Aragon at the 
piano bench in the family’s 
small kitchen.

As she played the song 
that has made her famous, he 
tapped his foot lightly on the 
ground and she glanced at him 
every once in a while.

When she was finished, 
Harper agreed to a suggestion 
from a journalist in the room 
that they play a song from one 
of Harper’s favourite musical 
groups, the Beatles.

He asked if she knew Hey 
Jude, but she replied that she 
didn’t know the words.

So they settled on Imag-
ine, by John Lennon, on the 
condition that she do the 
singing.

“I’ll try to play a few bars,” 
he told her. She continued to 
ask him to sing along.

“Me no sing,” he insisted.
And so she started out. Once 

she stumbled, he picked up 
with some of the verses.

At the verse where he sang, 
“Nothing to kill or die for, and 
no religion, too,” Harper joked, 

“I’m going to get in trouble 
for that one.”

When the song was done, 
the media were ushered out 
and the Harpers continued to 
chat with the girl.

Later in the day, she sang 
the national anthem for the 
gathering of Conservatives 
at a rally.

“This is one very talented 
young woman,” Harper told 
the crowd. “Maybe she was 
born this way.”

After posting her rendition 
of Born This Way on the popu-
lar website, where it received 
more than 17 million views, 
Aragon received international 
attention. She later performed 
a piano duet with Lady Gaga 
at her sold-out Air Canada 
Centre show in Toronto.

Harper teams with YouTube star
Chris Wattie, Reuters

tory Leader Stephen Harper plays piano and sings with Maria aragon, 10, as Harper’s wife Laureen takes it all in. 

Greening the 
oilsands’ image 
became focus
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OTTAWA

A top adviser to Stephen 
Harper had a $15 mil-
lion federal grant at 

his disposal when he left the 
prime minister’s office in 2009 
to head up what was supposed 
to be a new environmental 
research partnership involv-
ing the University of Alberta, 
the Univer-
sity of Cal-
gary and the 
University of 
Lethbridge.

But accord-
ing to an-
nual reports 
released by 
the Canada 
School of En-
ergy and Environment, Bruce 
Carson wound up changing 
the think-tank’s mandate, 
leaving him in the middle of 
a government and industry 
strategy to green the image of 
Alberta’s oilsands and delay 
regulations that would crack 
down on pollution.

“Under his (Carson’s) lead-
ership, CSEE’s mandate was 
re-energized to include a cru-
cial role in the elaboration of 
public policy on energy and 
environment as well as inform-
ing the climate change debate 
in Canada and internationally,” 
reads the school’s 2009-2010 
annual report.

An original agreement 
among the universities stated 

the partnership would help co-
ordinate and support research 
to protect the environment 
or develop and deploy new 
technology to help reduce 
pollution.

Carson has said the role in-
cluded regular meetings and 
partnerships with top oil and 
gas CEOs to engage the public 
about the industry’s image. It 
also included special assign-
ments from former environ-
ment minister Jim Prentice 
as an adviser “on all facets 
of Canada’s GHG reduction 
plan,” as well as dealings with 
the former and current min-
isters of natural resources, 
according to Carson’s online 
biography.

Carson has taken a leave of 
absence following a report 
on the Aboriginal Peoples 
Television Network that 
prompted Harper’s office to 
ask the RCMP and two federal 
watchdogs to investigate Car-
son’s involvement in a water-
filtration company.

But before the news broke, 
he was meeting regularly with 
ministers and senior officials 
in government as several de-
partments worked in partner-
ship with industry on a com-
munications strategy to fight 
criticism and block foreign 
climate change policies that 
targeted energy sectors such 
as the oilsands.

“When our product is called 
‘dirty oil’ that really puts me 
off,” Carson told Alberta Oil 
Magazine in a 2008 inter-
view. 

“Canada is the most stable 
supplier of energy in the 
world and to have groups in 
other countries criticizing 
us is something we need to 
react to.”

Carson 
changed 
research 
mandate

MikE dE Souza
Postmedia neWs

A former Conservative op-
erative under investigation 
by the RCMP has prompted 
astonishment following rev-
elations that he resurfaced in 
the Tory election campaign 
team.

“Frankly, I was a little sur-
prised,” said Liberal leader 
Michael Ignatieff. “A Conser-
vative party operative stands 
accused of fooling around with 
something that is very impor-
tant to Canadian democracy, 
which is the citizens’ right of 
access to information.”

Ignatieff was responding to a 
report by The Canadian Press 
that revealed Sebastien Togn-
eri was volunteering to help a 
Conservative candidate in the 
riding of Edmonton-Strath-
cona. Public Works Minister 
Rona Ambrose announced two 
weeks ago that she was calling 
in the RCMP to review allega-
tions that Togneri, as an aide to 
former public works minister 
Christian Paradis, interfered 
with a request under the Ac-
cess to Information Act.

Togneri got into hot water 
after asking department offi-
cials to “unrelease” documents 
that had been requested under 
the legislation.

His initial legal fees were 
paid by taxpayers, a Treasury 
Board spokesman said in May 
2010.

Togneri kept his job with 
Paradis after that minister 
moved to the Natural Re-
sources Department until 
media reports last September 
revealed allegations that he 
had interfered in at least four 
other access-to-information 
files through what appeared 
to be a system that allowed 
the minister’s office to cen-
sor embarrassing or sensitive 
information.

An investigation and rec-
ommendations from federal 
information commissioner 
Suzanne Legault prompted 
Ambrose to refer the matter 
to the RCMP on March 14. But 
at the time, Ambrose said that 
“no current member of the 
government is involved in 
this case.”

At a news conference, Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper said 
Togneri was no longer work-
ing on the campaign and that 
he didn’t know anything else 
about Togneri’s volunteer 
work.

“It looks like they’re throw-
ing the youngster under the 
bus,” New Democratic Party 
leader Jack Layton said in 
Kitchener, Ont.

Ousted staffer found 
working on campaign

Mike Cassese, Reuters
Liberal Leader Michael 
ignatieff  vowed tuesday 
to put education ahead of 
fighter jets and new jails.
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OTTAWA

Wanted: writers of either 
right-wing or left-wing persua-
sion to clear up confusion over 
a Craigslist election-style ad.

The popular advertising 
site Tuesday had a bizarre, 
anonymous job posting ap-
parently seeking writers to 
create right-wing political 
comments on social media 
and news websites.

The ad said the writers 
would “help balance the left-
wing bias of the major media 
outlets.”

The ad, with spelling errors, 
said to submit a 100-word post, 
based on the headline “Igna-
tieff Promises No Coallitions 
(sic) after Election.”

The posting appeared on the 
website in Vancouver, Calgary, 
Toronto and Halifax.

Craigslist staff removed the 
advertisement during the day 
— but another one appeared 
soon after. Essentially the same 
ad, this time it sought writers 
to post left-wing comments. 
Applicants were asked to write 
a 100-word post, based on the 
headline “Harper Promises 
Everything.”

Comments on Twitter ac-
cused the Conservatives of 
being behind the right-wing 
ad, but others discounted both 
ads as an online joke.

It is not known who posted 
the ads, but both the Conserva-
tive and Liberal parties denied 
any involvement. E-mails to 
Craigslist and the ad’s writers 
weren’t returned. 

Craigslist ads seek writers 
‘to balance media bias’

Geoff Robins, AFP-Getty Images
ndP Leader Jack Layton shares a laugh with Webco 
Sports owner Cindy Weber after finding a soccer shoe in 
ndP orange during a campaign stop in kitchener, ont.

Bruce Carson


