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By ElizaBEth thompson

OTTAWA — Refugees from 
some of the world’s most dan-
gerous countries could soon 
find it more difficult to find ref-
uge in Canada.

Immigration Minister Jason 
Kenney has put forward a pro-
posal to eliminate one of the 
three classes Canada uses to 
resettle refugees. The source-
country class allows residents 
of designated countries to apply 
directly to Canada for refu-
gee status from inside those 

countries. In its notice of the 
proposed change, the govern-
ment says the groups most likely 
to be affected by the change are 
Colombians and Eritreans.

The refugee spaces that had 
been allocated to the source-
country class will be reallocated 
to the larger convention-refu-
gee-abroad class. In the con-
vention class, Canada works 
with the UN human rights 
commissioner for refugees to 
resettle refugees located out-
side their country of origin.

Applicat ions under  the 
source-country class that have 

been approved in principle 
will be processed and candi-
dates who meet the criteria 
will be issued a visa. Those not 
approved in principle will be 
reassessed under the remaining 
refugee resettlement classes. 
Unsuccessful applicants who 
feel they need protection will 
be referred to the UN human 
rights commissioner.

The government says the 
change is being proposed 
because the source-country 
class isn’t “effective or effi-
cient.” However, Janet Dench, 
executive director of the 

Canadian Council for Refugees, 
said scrapping the class instead 
of reforming it will close the 
door to people who can’t eas-
ily leave their home countries 
to apply for refugee status and 
force them into the arms of 
human-smugglers.

“They are proposing to close 
one of the few options Can-
ada has which allows people 
who face persecution to avoid 
smugglers.”

The source country class, 
which has existed since 1997, 
allows prospective refugees from 
designated countries to apply to 

Canada for refugee status before 
they leave the country.

Currently, six countries are 
designated: Colombia, Gua-
temala, El Salvador, Sudan, 
Sierra Leone and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.

The last time the list of desig-
nated countries was revised was 
2001. While Canadian govern-
ment travel warnings have since 
been reduced for some countries, 
such as Guatemala and El Salva-
dor, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs still warns against any 
travel to Sudan and parts of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 

and Colombia. In its proposal, 
the government said a review 
of the source-country class in 
2009 found it isn’t effective.

“The source country class was 
intended to be a flexible tool 
for humanitarian intervention, 
capable of responding to a vari-
ety of populations and situa-
tions,” the government wrote.

“However, the review found 
the class can only be used suc-
cessfully in a narrow range of 
humanitarian situations in a 
small number of countries.”
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By DErEk aBma

Canadians say they appreciate 
the vast amount of fresh water 
that exists in this country, but 
are quite willing to waste much 
of it by unnecessarily dispos-
ing of things through toilets, 
according to results of a new 
study.

A survey — commissioned by 
the Royal Bank of Canada and 
diversified product maker Uni-
lever, with the endorsement of 
the United Nations Water For 
Life Decade project — had 72 
per cent of respondents saying 
they dispose of things such as 
hair, bugs, cigarette butts and 
food by flushing them down the 
toilet.

“We should stop using our 
toilets as garbage cans,” said 
Bob Sandford, chairman of the 
Canadian Partnership Initia-
tive of the UN Water for Life 
Decade.

Sandford and others, includ-
ing former prime minister Jean 
Chretien, are part of a three-
day conference in Toronto deal-
ing with global water issues. It 
coincides with World Water 
Day on Tuesday.

Each flush of a toilet uses 
6-20 litres of fresh water, noted 
Sandford, not to mention the 
energy used to move and to 
treat that water.

Almost half the water Canadi-
ans use is flushed down the toi-
let, the study said. It cited data 
from Environment Canada that 
shows Canadians use 329 litres 
of water a day per capita. That’s 
about double the amount of 
Europeans, Sandford said.

There are various ways people 
try to justify flushing things not 
meant to be flushed, such as 
not wanting insects eggs being 
laid in one’s house or making 
sure cigarette butts don’t start 
a fire. But there’s always a bet-
ter way to deal with such issues, 
Sandford said.

“I don’t think you need to use 

20 litres of water to put out a 
cigarette,” he said.

Results of the survey, released 
Monday, had 55 per cent of 
respondents saying fresh water 
is Canada’s most important 
natural resource, and 78 per 
cent claimed they make reason-
able efforts to conserve it.

Other water-wasting activities 
survey respondents admitted 
to included leaving the water 
running while washing dishes 
(46 per cent) and hosing down 
driveways (17 per cent).

Sandford said the supply of 

water, even in Canada, is not 
without its limits. However, it 
might not be an easy point to 
make, especially at this time of 
year when lakes and rivers are at 
high levels from melting snow.

However, Sandford said signs 
of water scarcity are starting to 
show up in places such as Sas-
katchewan, southern Ontario 
and the Okanagan region in 
British Columbia. An implica-
tion right now, for example, is 
that new permits to use water 
for food production or other 
industrial uses are not being 

granted in southern Saskatch-
ewan, he said.

The study used results of 
online polling of 2,066 adult 
Canadians conducted by Ipsos 
Reid between Jan. 10 and 17.

The researchers said the 
results were weighted to reflect 
Canadian demographics and 
that an unweighted sample of 
this size would normally be rep-
resentative of the population 
within 2.2 percentage points, 
19 times out of 20.
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Canadians waste a lot of fresh water by unnecessarily disposing of things through toilets.

By grEg markEy

OTTAWA — It’s a fish tale 
that could sway the outcome 
of a federal election, its spon-
sors say.

The BC Sportfishing Coali-
tion has launched an adver-
tising campaign to protest the 
amount of halibut legally avail-
able for recreational fishermen 
to catch.

“This issue could cost the 
Conservatives the next elec-
tion,” the ad reads.

The ad, entitled The Great 
Canadian Halibut Heist, was 
printed in newspapers in Vic-
toria, Vancouver and Ottawa.

It suggests Gail Shea, min-
ister of fisheries and oceans, 
believes Canada’s halibut stock 
should be privately owned.

Under the current regula-
tions, established in 2003, 
commercial fishermen are 
allowed to fish 88 per cent 
of the national quota, while 
recreational fishermen are 
allowed to fish for the remain-
ing 12 per cent.

If those fishing recreation-
ally reach their quota before 
the end of the season, they can 
either stop for the season, or 
buy more quota from commer-
cial fishermen.

Paul Rickard, of the British 
Columbia Wildlife Federation 
said the current system is ... 
fishy.

He called the regulations an 
“illegal and blatant privatiza-
tion of the fish in the ocean, 
which is a common prop-
erty resource for the people of 
Canada.”

He said the impact to the 
charter and guide fishing 
industry has been negative, 
because fishermen are not 
able to book trips for clients 
far in advance, since they 
don’t know when the season 
will end.

The coalition comprises 10 
organizations close to the rec-
reational fishing industry. 

The coalition is calling for 
a “fair fishery” for the recre-
ational fishing industry. It 
wants the federal government 
to set aside enough quota to 
let fishermen fish for the entire 
season.

Rickard said the purpose of 
the ad was to inform the public 
and to make halibut allocation 
an election issue.

He identified one Conserva-
tive riding, Vancouver Island 
North, which he said could 
be won or lost on the halibut 
issue.

Indian Affairs and North-
ern Development Minister 
John Duncan is the MP for the 
riding.

“We have made this clearly 
an issue in that riding,” Rick-
ard said. 

“Its going to have an impact 
on (Duncan’s) re-election 
potential.”

A statement from Shea’s 
office, said Randy Kamp, her 
parliamentary secretary, is 
working toward a solution with 
all the partners involved.

“The sooner a permanent 
solution is found, the sooner 
British Columbians can put 
uncertainty behind them and 
look forward to a viable future 
for this fishery,” the statement 
said.
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Halibut quota touted as 
possible election issue

under the current 
regulations, 
established in 2003, 
commercial fishermen 
are allowed to fish 
88 per cent of the 
national quota, while 
recreational fishermen 
are allowed to fish for 
the remaining 12 per 
cent. 

By carmEn chai

OTTAWA — Canada’s cur-
rent information laws make it 
difficult to ensure that political 
staff members are held respon-
sible for their actions, the 
nation’s information watchdog 
said in a report released Mon-
day on an incident that led to 
the RCMP being called in to 
investigate a former Conser-
vative staffer.

Last week, Public Works and 
Government Services Minis-
ter Rona Ambrose said that 
she was following Informa-
tion Commissioner Suzanne 
Legault’s recommendations 
when she asked her depart-
ment to contact the RCMP to 
investigate former aide Sebas-
tien Togneri.

Togneri, who worked for 
Ambrose’s predecessor Chris-
tian Paradis, had asked depart-
ment officials to “unrelease” 
documents that had been 
requested by The Canadian 
Press. Under the Access to 
Information Act, members of 
the public can pay $5 to seek 

a government file from depart-
ment reports, briefing notes 
and other documents.

Togneri kept his job with 
Paradis after the minister 
moved to natural resources, 
but he resigned last September 
after reports that he had alleg-
edly interfered with at least 
four other access-to-informa-
tion files through a “purple 
file” process. Some requests 
for information are moved to 
the “purple file” if information 
released could be embarrass-
ing or sensitive, Legault said 
in her report.

“Our government expects all 
public servants and political 
aides to abide by the Access 
to Information Act. My direc-
tion to implement the com-
missioner’s recommendations 
will help ensure that this is the 
case going forward,” Ambrose 
had said in a statement when 
she announced that she had 
referred the incident to the 
RCMP.

Legault ’s  report on her 
investigation also offered 
recommendations including 
improvements in training and 

awareness for employees who 
process information requests, 
but she noted that her exami-
nation revealed a “significant” 
limitation in the act.

“The law was drafted such 

that it is very difficult to 
ensure that political staff 
members are held account-
able for interference with the 
act. In particular, the confi-
dentiality provisions of the 
act make it impossible for the 
commissioner to directly refer 
matters of interference involv-
ing political staff members to 
law enforcement agencies for 
investigation and possible 
criminal prosecution,” she 
said in a statement. Accord-
ing to Legault’s report, pro-
cedural limitations bar her 
from releasing information to 
the RCMP. She can disclose 
information to the Attorney-
General of Canada, though.

Legault has recommended a 
review of certain sections of the 
act so that she can react and 
resolve cases “appropriately.”

The commissioner will pub-
lish two more reports that will 
touch on allegations of inter-
ference in a broader context 
at Public Works and interfer-
ence as a systemic issue caus-
ing delays.
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Public Works and Government 
Services Minister Rona 
Ambrose says calling in the 
RCMP was her only option.

By althia raj

OTTAWA — Senator Ray-
mond Lavigne, who was found 
guilty this month of fraud and 
breach of trust, has resigned.

The resignation came Mon-
day as the senate was poised, 
for the first time in its history, 
to decide whether to strip a 
senator of his office.

Senators were alerted of Lavi-
gne’s decision less than half an 
hour before they were to dis-
cuss throwing him out.

Lavigne was found guilty 
March 11 in Ontario Superior 
Court of defrauding the federal 
government of $10,120.50 in 
false travel claims and of breach 
of trust for abusing his office.

Lavigne’s sentence hearing 
takes place May 10. He faces 
up to 14 years in prison.

Lavigne, 65, has come under 
fire for spending $315,355 in 
travel expenses, on top of his 
$132,300 salary, despite being 
barred from doing any work in 
the Senate or its committees.

His colleagues put him on a 
forced leave of absence after the 

RCMP charged him in 2007.
After Lavigne’s conviction, a 

Senate committee cut his travel 
and office budget.

Lavigne’s resignation, which 
is immediate, will likely ensure 
the 65-year-old receives a gen-
erous pension.

If senators had successfully 
kicked him out, Lavigne would 
have received nothing.
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Senator Raymond Lavigne will 
keep his generous pension by 
retiring.


