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The IndependentSPORTS

By Greg Markey 

Often referred to as the 
sport of kings, polo comes 
by the reputation honestly.

Known for being a re-
fined activity for high so-
ciety, the sport tends to 
be more expensive than 
some are willing to pay. 
But the Manotick Polo 
Club is trying to remove 
the stereotype by making 
it more accessible to those 
interested in playing.

Ward Yaternick is 
President of the club, and 
owner of the facility where 
the club is housed. He said 
members don’t need to be 
rich in order to join the 
club.

“It’s not your seven-
digit income earners,” he 
said of the club’s current 
membership. “We’re just 
regular people who like 
horses and like the friend-
ship aspect of it.”

The club is setting its 
prices and availability so 
that the cost of being a 
member would be simi-
lar to a membership at a 
horseback riding club.

“Once you’ve paid for 
the annual fees and some 
extra-curricular recrea-
tion with it, you might 
be into [polo] for $1000 a 
year,” Yaternick said. “It’s 
not cheap, but it’s within 
the range of what some 
people are paying to play 
hockey full-time.”

Purchasing a horse 
is not necessary to play, 
with interested beginners 
able to lease a horse for 
a season at about $300 a 
month.

Polo in Ottawa has 
re-emerged as a popular 

equestrian sport, with the 
club’s membership grow-
ing quickly to 20 over the 
past year.

Polo is played on a large 
manicured field, with four 
horse mounted players on 
each team. Each player 
has a mallet, which they 
use to hit or pass the ball 
on the ground. The pur-

pose is to shoot the ball 
into the other team’s goal. 

 “Polo is like hockey on 
horseback. It’s a physical 
sport as well. There is rid-
ing off [contact with other 
players] as there is body 
checking in hockey.” said 
Jo Williams, manager of 
the club.

Williams said that 

many people don’t realize 
that the horse is as much 
a part of the team as the 
players are. The relation-
ship between a horse and 
its rider is an important 
component of the game. 
She thinks of her horse, 
Chiquita, as a teammate.

“You’re in unison, 
you’re one person when 

you’re out on the field,” 
she said. “I can really an-
ticipate what she is going 
to do.”

Chelsea Crozier, a 
high school student from 
Manotick, has been rid-
ing horses on and off for a 
couple years. Last year she 
started playing polo and 
got hooked on the sport.

“I came here and did a 
clinic and absolutely loved 
it. When I talk to people 
they say it’s the exact same 
feeling.”

The Polo club will be 
holding a beginner’s clinic 
in April. For more infor-
mation, go to the club’s 
website at www.manotick-
polo.com.

Hockey on horseback
Polo club wants to make sport more accessible

Ward Yaternick, President of the Manotick Polo Club poses with Policia, an Argentine 
thoroughbred. The club will be holding a beginner’s clinic in April for those interested in 
giving the sport a try.

From left to right; Chelsea Crozier, Ada Pally, Jo Williams, and Ward Yaternick enjoy a leisurely warm-up game. After several months off, the warm-up is just as much for them as it is for their horses.

Ada Pally mounts her horse with a polo mallet in hand. With the 
beginning of the season, club members spend their time warm-
ing up their horses. This is to avoid the rider from being thrown.


