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By Greg Markey  
and Andrew Mayeda

Postmedia News

Prime Minister Stephen Harper is high-
lighting his government’s economic 

record, while hammering the opposition 
parties on theirs. In a speech in Brampton, 
Ont., Sunday, he explained how Conserva-
tive economic policies differ from those of 
the opposition. Do his statements “cheque” 
out?

Economy
CLAIM: Harper stated in the speech 

that Canada is leading the global economic 
recovery. 

FACTS: Canada ranked sixth in 2008 
and 2009 in economic performance out 
of the 17 countries in the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD), according to a report by the 
Conference Board of Canada. But Canada 
is expected to slip to 10th in 2010 and ninth 
in 2011, according to the report.

Canada’s economy has been improv-
ing, but not at the same rate as the lead-
ing economies. Australia and Sweden are 
expected to lead in economic improvement 
in 2011, according to the report.

CLAIM: Harper said that an unnecessary 
election would harm Canada’s economic 
recovery.

FACTS: The government tabled its lat-
est budget last week. Economists generally 
praised the budget as a prudent plan for 
returning the federal books to balance over 
the medium term. But so far, they aren’t 
predicting that a change of government 
would have a major impact on the recov-
ery.

A CIBC budget analysis said of the 
budget: “Any likely post-election govern-
ment can also be expected to stay on a 
course aimed at deficit reduction, with only 
the specific mix of spending and tax policy 
priorities under real debate.”

Spending
CLAIM: Harper said the opposition 

would increase spending more “than we 
could ever imagine.”

FACTS: The Harper government 
increased program spending faster than 
the inflation rate. Between 2006-07 and 
2008-09, program spending increased by an 
annual average of 5.1 per cent.

Like most other industrialized nations, 
Canada pumped billions of dollars into the 
economy after the 2008 financial crisis to 
stimulate the economy. Program spending 
jumped 17.8 per cent between 2008-09 and 
2009-10 as the government grappled with 
the economic crisis.

In its budget tabled last week, the govern-
ment projected program-spending growth 
would be roughly flat this year, in line with 
the government’s freeze on departmental 
operating budgets.

The Liberals have promised to cut the 
deficit to one per cent of GDP (it currently 
sits at 2.5 per cent) within two years of 
taking power, then cut it further every year 
thereafter. But they’ve offered only scant 
details on how they’ll do that.

Taxes
CLAIM: Harper says an opposition 

“coalition” will raise taxes.
FACTS: On corporate tax cuts: The 

Liberals say they will reverse a corporate 
tax cut that took effect last January, and 
cancel one scheduled to take effect in Janu-
ary 2012. 

On a carbon tax: The carbon tax that 
Harper says the Liberals will impose was a 
policy initiative under former party leader 
Stephane Dion. The Liberals in this election 
are not proposing such a tax.

On an iPod tax: “The Liberal Party does 
not support the iPod levy. It is not sustain-
able in a world of changing technology, 
and is unpopular with consumers,” said MP 
Marc Garneau in a statement issued by the 
Liberal party in December 2010.

Reality ‘cheque’: Tory 
claims about the economy

By Tobi Cohen 
Postmedia News 

SURREY, B.C. — NDP leader Jack Layton is 
seeking to capitalize on British Columbia’s an-
ger over the controversial harmonized sales tax.

Speaking in Surrey, B.C., on Sunday, Lay-
ton called on the province’s voters to “send the 
Ottawa Conservatives a message and kick Ste-

phen Harper out of office,” if for nothing else 
than what he called the “HST fiasco.”

In 2008, the NDP candidate in Surrey North 
lost to Conservative Dona Cadman by just 
three per cent — about 1,100 votes. 

New Democrats had trailed the Tories in two-
thirds of British Columbia’s ridings during the 
last campaign. 

“And that was before every single Conserva-

tive MP voted yes to the HST,” Layton argued. 
Unlike the province’s Conservative MPs, 

who were ordered to follow the party line and 
vote in favour of HST, Layton said New Dem-
ocrats listened to the will of constituents and 
voted against it.

“No matter who you voted for in the past, I’m 
asking everyone in B.C. who wants to defeat 
Stephen Harper to unite with New Democrats,” 

he said. “To rally together this time, so we can 
defeat Stephen Harper once and for all.” 

Speaking in a riding with a large ethnic pop-
ulation, Layton also vowed to ensure Canada 
recognizes foreign credentials if elected prime 
minister and to publicly apologize for the 1914 
Komagata Maru incident, in which a ship car-
rying mostly Sikh migrants from India was 
turned away from Vancouver.

Layton hammers Conservatives over HST on B.C. stop

By Andrew Mayeda
Postmedia News

OTTAWA — Stephen Harper made his pitch 
Sunday to suburban Toronto-area ridings, say-
ing the opposition parties would raise spending 
and raise taxes.

Harper chose the riding of Brampton-Springda-
le, just west of Toronto, to make his second cam-
paign stop. The Conservatives narrowly missed 
winning the riding, which is currently held by 
Liberal MP Ruby Dhalla, in the 2008 election.

The Conservative leader began his speech by 
expressing regret at having to hit the campaign 
trail for the fourth time in seven years.

“Friends, yesterday I reluctantly visited the 
Governor General. I say reluctantly because as 
much as I appreciate your enthusiasm, as much 

as I enjoy campaigning all across this great 
country, and as confident as I am in our team 
and our chances, this is not where I should be,” 
Harper said. “Not where any of us — leaders, 
ministers, MPs — should be. We should all be 
back in Ottawa, at our desks, and working.”

Harper referred to the opposition as a “coali-
tion” 20 times in his comments, even though 
Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff on Saturday 
ruled out forming such a coalition with the 
NDP and Bloc Quebecois.

Harper said the opposition parties would in-
crease spending and raise taxes if they come 
to power.

“The NDP, and most of Mr. Ignatieff’s Liber-
als, have never in their lives been in a position 
where they had to say no to new spending,” he 
said.

Harper campaigns 
in voter-rich GTA

—Reuters

Stephen Harper delivers a speech Sunday in Brampton, Ont.

By Kathryn Blaze Carlson
Postmedia News

TORONTO — The first poll since 
Saturday’s election call shows Tory 
support largely unchanged, calling 
into question the opposition’s early 
emphasis on ethics.

Despite a weekend of being ham-
mered for their alleged contempt of 
Parliament, the Conservatives boast 
the support of 41 per cent of decid-
ed voters — 17 points ahead of the 
Liberals, who are at 24 per cent. The 
NDP is at 19 per cent and the Bloc 
10 per cent. 

The Forum Research poll also 
breaks it down by seat count, sug-
gesting that if the election were held 
today, the Tories would surge from 
143 seats to 162 seats, the Liberals 
would drop 17 seats to 61, the Bloc 
would rise from 44 to 51, and the 
NDP would be whittled from 36 seats 
to 34. The poll, conducted during the 
weekend via telephone with a ran-
dom sample of 2,095 voters, is with-
in the range of approximately plus or 
minus 10 seats for each party.

“After two days of talking about 
contempt, it’s clear that there’s not a 
lot of interest in the issue,” said Lorne 
Bozinoff, president of Forum Re-
search, Canada’s largest survey firm. 
“I think that’s going to cause a lot of 
problems for the opposition parties.”

When voters were asked which 

was more important, the economy 
and job creation or ethics in govern-
ment, 62 per cent cited the economy, 
while only 38 per cent said ethics 
was chief on their electoral radar.

“The three parties are all trying to 
share the same contempt issue, and 
there’s only one party keying in on 
the economic issue,” Bozinoff said, 
referring to the Conservatives, who 
tabled their budget on March 22 and 
are asking Canadians for a majority 
in order to ensure the country’s full 
economic recovery. 

Indeed, Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper is heading into the campaign 
with his best chance at a majority 
yet and, as Bozinoff pointed out, “it 
doesn’t take a lot to shift seats.”

“In 2006, the Tories got 36 per cent 
of the vote; in 2008, they got 38 per 
cent,” he said. “So it’s been growing 
at two points every election. Now we 
have them at 41 per cent, and that’s 
enough to possibly tip them into ma-
jority.”

According to the poll, 38 per cent 
of voters think Harper would make 
the best prime minister, followed 
next by NDP leader Jack Layton at 
18 per cent. Liberal leader Michael 
Ignatieff is polling well below his 
party, at just 15 per cent.

Results of the Forum Research poll 
are considered accurate by plus or mi-
nus 2.2 per cent, 19 times out of 20.

(NatioNal Post)

First election poll shows 
Tory support steady


