
through Parliament,” he said. “It’s 
also to educate the public and Par-
liament. 

Very often, by the time a bill gets 
through Parliament, it’s substantial-
ly revised from when it was intro-
duced, and often it’s vastly im-
proved.”
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election anticipation

By Don Butler

The Canadian Association of Re-
tired Persons is underwhelmed by 
a promise in the federal budget to 
scrap mandatory retirement for fed-
erally regulated workers.

CARP has been pushing the gov-
ernment to speed along a private 
member’s bill that would prohibit 
12,000 federally regulated employers 
from setting a mandatory retirement 

age for their 840,000 employees. But 
the bill will die if, as expected, a Lib-
eral non-confidence motion triggers 
an election later this week.

This week’s budget pledged to 
amend the Canadian Human Rights 
Act and the Canada Labour Code to 
prohibit federally regulated employ-
ers from setting a mandatory retire-
ment age unless there is a bona fide 
occupational requirement. The sec-
tor is the last in Canada that still has 

broad legislative authority for man-
datory retirement.

Susan Eng, CARP’s vice-president 
of advocacy, said the government 
had ample opportunity to make the 
change during its current mandate, 
either by backing the private mem-
ber’s bill or by introducing its own 
legislation.

“We obviously think it’s valuable 
that they put it in the budget, but 
it carries very little meaning when 

there were so many actions they 
could have taken before this to sim-
ply get it done,” she said. “We thank 
them for the fine words, but action 
is better.”

Liberal MP Raymonde Folco, 
whose private member’s bill was ap-
proved by committee and sent to the 
House of Commons for third read-
ing earlier this month, called the 
budget promise a partial victory. 

But the exception for bona fide 
occupational requirements means 
some workers, including Air Canada 
pilots who want to keep flying past 

their 60th birthdays, will still have 
to challenge mandatory retirement 
policies in court. “That ‘bona fide’ 
clause is going to have to be fought 
inch by inch by every single employ-
ee,” Folco said.

Even so, Folco said the principle 
that automatic mandatory retire-
ment is unfair “seems to be accept-
able now. If it’s not picked up in the 
next budget, some other member of 
Parliament or myself could pick it 
up at a later time.”

dbutler@ottawacitizen.com

Promise ‘carries very little meaning’
Budget pledge to scrap mandatory retirement too little: group

By greg markey

With a federal election almost cer-
tain, Canadian taxpayers will once 
again be footing the bill for their 
right to vote.

Elections Canada could not pro-
vide a projected price tag on an elec-
tion if one were held this spring, 
but if past votes are an indication, it 
won’t be small.

For example, according to Elec-
tions Canada, the cost of the 2000 
general election —prior to changes 
to a change in the Canada Elections 
Act — was $200.6 million. 

The yearly election expenses, as 
recorded by Elections Canada, in-
clude the cost of general elections 
and by-elections. Between 2000 and 
2009, those expenses have increased 
by 65 per cent.

According to Elections Canada, 

the increase is due to a number of 
factors.

In 2004, Parliament made chan-
ges to the Canada Elections Act, put-
ting an end to corporate contribu-
tions to political parties.

The way it works now is federal 
parties receive roughly $2 per vote, 
provided they receive two per cent 
of the popular national vote or five 
per cent in an individual riding. The 
subsidy is administered to the par-
ties by Elections Canada.

Also factoring into the increase 
are the four general elections and 36 
by-elections that were administered 
by the agency over that time.

Elections Canada recorded a lit-
tle more than $325 million in elec-
tion expenses in 2008, an estimated 
$288 million of which was spent on 
the general election of that year.

In estimates provided by the in-
dependent agency, expenses in-
curred by electoral districts repre-
sented almost half of the cost of that 
election, or $135.6 million. These 
expenses included paying election 
workers and officers, leasing space 
for offices and polling stations, as 

well as printing lists of electors.
Elections Canada also spent $93 

million on public awareness cam-
paigns, election materials, the train-
ing of returning officers and to up-
date the national voters list.

Another portion of expenses, $58 
million, was spent to reimburse can-
didates for election expenses. The 
act allows for a portion of campaign 
expenses to be reimbursed, some of 
which are personal expenses direct-
ly related to the campaign. The act 
identifies travel and living expens-
es, as well as childcare costs and ex-
penses related to a candidate’s cam-
paign.

Nelson Wiseman, a political-sci-
ence professor at the University of 
Toronto, said elections are becom-
ing more costly because Elections 
Canada is serving roles in which 
it shouldn’t be. Running voting 
awareness campaigns and survey-
ing young people are not within the 
agency’s mandate, he said. “There 
is too much money going down the 
drain on this kind of stuff.” 
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Canadians will pay to vote
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Federal parties receive roughly $2 per vote, provided they receive two per cent of the popular national vote or 
five per cent in an individual riding.

By amy minsky

Parliament tied up some loose ends 
Wednesday when the Governor Gen-
eral moved several pieces of govern-
ment legislation to law.

But still, nearly 500 bills in front 
of the House of Commons and the 
Senate are set to be killed when the 
writ drops, forcing parliamentar-
ians to turn off the lights, lock the 
doors and hit the campaign trail.

The portfolio includes a selection 
of crime bills, one on senate reform 
and another on copyright law.

And for many of them, being killed 
and coming back to life is nothing 
new.

In fact, some, such as one that 
aims to impose mandatory min-
imum sentences for people cultivat-
ing marijuana, have gone through 
the killed-then-reincarnated cycle 
enough times to challenge the nine 
lives of a cat.

That Conservative bill was killed 
when elections were called in 2006 
and 2008, then was killed two more 
times with the 2008 and 2009 pro-
rogations — and it looks pretty cer-
tain it will die once again.

A majority of the bills that became 
law Wednesday were introduced by 
Justice Minister Rob Nicholson.

But even without those five crime 
bills on the book, there remains a 
stack of others set to be killed as ear-
ly as Friday.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
has the worst record of any prime 

minister since 1945 in terms of get-
ting his bills passed, said Ned Franks, 
a constitutional expert and political 
science professor at Queen’s Univer-
sity in Kingston, Ont.

While Harper has passed half his 
bills, his predecessor, Paul Martin, 
successfully passed 58 per cent of 
the bills his government introduced, 
while Jean Chrétien and Brian Mul-
roney passed 70 per cent and 84 per 
cent of their bills, respectively.

But Franks said the Harper gov-
ernment’s low batting average can 
actually serve as an advantage to the 
Conservatives.

“The government is probably 
just as happy if its senate reform 
bills and the crime bills don’t get 
through,” he said. 

“It gives them the opportunity 
to use the elections to try out their 
platform for the support of their 
base.”

So now, according to Franks, Tory 
candidates can campaign on push-
ing for tougher youth crime laws, 
mandatory penalties for sexual of-
fences against children and allowing 
store owners to conduct citizen’s ar-
rests.

And if they campaign on these lin-
gering pieces of legislation, it’s no 
leap of faith to expect that many of 
these hundreds of bills will be re-
introduced when the members of 
next Parliament take their seats this 
spring, forcing the bills to begin the 
lengthy two-chamber legislative 
process from square one.

Although the process might seem 
futile, it serves an important pur-
pose, Franks said.

“The point isn’t just to get bills 

Nearly 500 bills set to die — again 
Harper has worst record  
of getting his bills passed

By toBi cohen

It doesn’t take a medical degree to 
know NDP leader Jack Layton isn’t 
exactly at his physical peak for an 
election campaign that most like-
ly will kick off some time during the 
weekend.

Anybody who’s seen him recently 
will attest to the fact he looks gaunt, 
pale and sweatier than usual under 
the hot lights of the television cam-
eras.

As he’s limped away from the 
countless podiums he’s graced in 
recent days with the help of a sin-
gle forearm crutch, his pain is un-
mistakable.

But what do you expect from a 
man who had hip surgery just weeks 
ago and has been battling prostate 
cancer for months?

Questions abound about whether 
the political workhorse can keep up 
on what will no doubt be a gruelling, 
five-week campaign — and whether 
he’ll have to scale back his appear-
ances.

While nobody knows for sure what 
will happen on the hustings, Layton 
and his colleagues insist he’s ready 
to give it his all.

“I might not jump up the stairs 
two at a time, but as far as the events 
that we have and the way in which 
we communicate our message dur-
ing the campaign, by meeting with 
folks, by having announcements 
and gatherings, I don’t really see any 
changes there,” he said Wednesday.

He insists he’s feeling “better by 
the day” and getting closer to that 
moment where he’ll be “up dan-
cing.”

As for the cancer, Layton would 
only say he’s been working with his 
doctors on an “ongoing basis” to 
“monitor the situation” and they are 
“happy with how things are going.”

Wife and fellow New Democrat 
MP Olivia Chow is also optimistic.

She said he’s doing his physio 
exercises regularly and his doctors 
say he’s doing nicely.

“He’s been a really fit guy all his 
life so I have no doubt he’ll do very 
well,” she said, adding Layton’s 
idea of slowing down is cutting his 
18-hour work day to 15.

Dr. Bob McCormack, a Vancouver-
based orthopedic surgeon and pro-
fessor at the University of British 
Columbia, suggested a five-day hos-
pital stint for a hip fracture just two 
weeks ago suggests Layton is still in 
the early days of his recovery.

While he has not treated Lay-
ton and has limited information 
about his medical situation, the 
one-time chief medical officer for 
the Canadian Olympic team said 
age and physical fitness has an im-
pact on one’s recovery — which 
may work in Layton’s favour — but 
it takes time for anyone to get their 

strength back.
Layton may find campaigning 

a challenge, but McCormack said 
that doesn’t mean it “can’t be done.” 
Nevertheless, he suggested Layton’s 
team might want to take his health 
into consideration when scheduling 
his activities.

He also cautioned Layton to keep 
up with any physiotherapy he may 
be required to do, as falling behind 
could “compromise the results” of 
his recovery.

Dr. Kristy Weber, an orthoped-
ic oncologist at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine in Baltimore, is 
in Layton’s corner based on the lim-
ited medical information she has 
about him.

The fact he’s using a single crutch 
is good news and suggests he’s 
“pretty stable,” even though it could 
take six to eight weeks for a hip frac-
ture to completely heal, said Weber 
— who also has never treated Lay-
ton.

“I’ve been a surgeon for a while 
and some people can do so much 
more than other people,” she said. 

“If he’s running for election in 
Canada, my guess is he’s not a couch 
potato and he will push really hard 
to do well.”

That said, she does offer one note 
of caution: stay on solid ground, she 
said, as a fall could be devastating.

As for his cancer, Weber said as 
long as it’s under control, which Lay-
ton has suggested is the case, there’s 
no reason one should be concerned 
about long days and physical exer-
tion.
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Layton’s health 
the elephant in room
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Jack layton insists he’s getting 
closer to that moment where he’ll 
be ‘up dancing.’
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NDP leader feeling 
‘better by the day’
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