
SwarmJam brings you amazing deals on the coolest shows, restaurants,
fashion, activities and family adventures. We can deliver great offers because
we assemble a group called “The Hive” with combined purchasing power.

Combined Purchasing Power = Better Pricing

SwarmJam brings you amazing deals on the coolest shows, restaurants,
fashion, activities and family adventures. We can deliver great offers because
we assemble a group called “The Hive” with combined purchasing power.
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Bee smart
and get in on an
awesome deal.

VALUE: $40
BUY: $20

SAVE: $20

50% OFF*
TodaysDeal!

Stay in touch for the latest Deals!
Spread the buzz and share with a friend!

facebook.com/SwarmJam

twitter.com/SwarmJamDeals

Powered by

How does it work?
1. Go to www.SwarmJam.com
2. Find a great offer, click the“Buy Button”

and follow the instructions.You will only
be charged when the group is big enough.

3. When enough people join you’ll get a
printable electronic voucher.

4. Use your voucher and redeem your
swarm. It’s that easy!

Sweet Deals DailySweet Deals DailySw

50% off
$40 Voucher
at The Awl
Shoppe

The Awl Shoppe is an independent Saskatchewan
owned and operated business since June 1977.
Originally it opened as a shoe repair shop. In the last
quarter century the Awl Shoppe has expanded into a
unique retail andmulti-faceted repair shop.
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By April Lim
For Postmedia News

Canada’s doctor shortage is expected to 
worsen, according to a report released Tuesday 
by the Fraser Institute.

“Canada’s physician shortage is a conse-
quence of governments endorsing policies that 
restricted physician training,” writes Nadeem 
Esmail, a senior fellow at the institute and 
author of Canada’s Physician Supply, in an 
article in the latest issue of Fraser Forum, the 
B.C.-based think-tank’s bimonthly magazine.

In the ’90s, government policies restricted 
admissions to Canadian medical schools and 
training positions by about 10 per cent, notes 
Esmail.

“The problem is that those actions actually 
led us to a position now where we have one 
of the lowest physician-to-population ratios 
in the developed world among countries that 
maintain universal access health-care sys-
tems,” says Esmail.

According to the study, Canada has 2.6 phy-
sicians per 1,000 people — a physician-to-
population ratio that places Canada 26th of 28 
developed countries that have publicly funded 
health care.

In the report, Esmail calculates that Canada 
requires about 2,300 medical school graduates 
each year between 2011 and 2020 to maintain 
the current ratio. 

But he said that estimate that doesn’t account 
for the increasing number of practising physi-
cians who will retire during the next decade. 

“Given that approximately 38 per cent of 
Canada’s physicians were aged 55 or older 
in 2010, the number of physicians needed to 
replace those who leave the workforce is likely 
to rise significantly in the near future,” Esmail 
writes.

The report also argues that without securing 
more foreign-trained doctors, the situation will 
deteriorate further and is, at best, an interim 
measure.

“Relying on foreign-trained doctors to fill 
the gap is not a sensible solution to the prob-
lem. Canada needs to be training enough phy-
sicians to meet the future health care needs of 
Canadians,” writes Esmail. 

“The unfortunate reality is that poor policy 
decisions of the past leave us in a situation 
where we have little choice but to rely on for-
eign-trained doctors to ensure the physician 
shortage doesn’t grow more acute in the short 
term.”

Canada’s physician shortage 
will worsen, think-tank says

Police and protesters clash Tuesday in Montreal during the 15th annual demonstration against police brutality. At least two people were arrested 
as a heavy police presence greeted about 200 people who gathered to hear speeches before marching downtown on a route they have refused 
to disclose publicly. Police said they had arrested two demonstrators as they emerged from the subway because the sticks that held their plac-
ards were too big. The annual rally has turned chaotic and violent before; last year, 100 people were arrested when marchers threw bottles and 
aimed fireworks at police. (Postmedia News)

Police, Protesters face off

By Greg Markey
For Postmedia News

OTTAWA — Controversial legislation that would 
change the federal Youth Criminal Justice Act to let 
judges name some young offenders is sitting in a stack 
of government bills that will die if a federal election is 
called in the next few weeks.

Among the changes proposed to the act is a measure 
that would permit judges to make public the identities 
of certain violent young offenders. The issue has been 
contentious, with some crime experts saying that iden-
tifying young lawbreakers would marginalize them after 
they serve their sentences and try to rejoin society. Pro-
ponents of the measure, however, argue it would boost 
public safety for citizens to know.

The bill also proposes to expand the definition of vio-
lent offences to include reckless behaviour endangering 
the public good, in addition to murder, assault, sexual 
assault and other violent crimes under the Criminal 
Code. 

The current law permits the public identification of 
a young offender only when the offender is sentenced 
as an adult, when a judge issues an order to release the 
name to aid police in tracking down a fugitive, or when 
the offender gives permission.

Ed Fast, the Conservative MP who chairs the Com-
mons justice committee, said there is a good reason to 
identify young offenders.

“(Naming violent young offenders) comes out of our 
efforts to improve the notion of protection of society, 
which we would like to see as a primary goal,” Fast 
said.

Making the protection of the public a primary goal 
of the youth crime law was a recommendation of the 
Nunn Commission in 2005. Justice Merlin Nunn led the 
inquiry into the death of Theresa McEvoy in 2004; she 
was killed when a young person fleeing from police at 
high speed in a stolen car crashed into her vehicle. The 
person who hit her had been released from custody just 
two days earlier.

Fast said that there needs to be a way to notify the pub-
lic when the most violent young offenders are freed.

“It’s a balance we are trying to strike between pro-
tection of the public and the real needs of these young 
offenders to be rehabilitated,” he said.

But Dr. Anthony Doob, a criminology professor at the 
University of Toronto, says there’s still a “big hole” in 
the proposed law. Doob said he does not believe that 
identifying young offenders will help protect the public, 
though he acknowledges that many people like a provi-
sion in the current law that allows youths to identified if 
they are sentenced as adults. 

If judges are given the right to reveal the identity of a 
young offender who has committed a violent act, Doob 
said, they should be barred from doing so until the appeal 
process has been completed.  

“If they are going to reopen this issue, that would be 
the first thing to fix,” he said.

Doob said the current legislation allows those people in 
contact with the offender, such as schools and employers, 
to be notified. He added this should be sufficient unless 
it can be argued that there is a specific public safety con-
cern that requires the release of the offender’s name.

Youth justice 
bill would die
if election called

By Mike De Souza
Postmedia News

OTTAWA — Senior federal and Alberta 
government officials are working hand-in-
hand with a task force of oil and gas CEOs 
to “turn up the volume” on communications 
tactics to fight criticism about the industry’s 
environmental record, newly released fed-
eral documents have revealed.

The briefing notes from Natural 
Resources Canada, obtained by Postmedia 
News, highlight the role of the commit-
tee that sought input from a former senior 
adviser to Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
for a strategy designed at “upping their 
game” against criticism from other coun-
tries, as well as from Canadians in Ontario 
and Quebec. 

One of the meetings — held on March 
16, 2010, following an annual gathering in 
Alberta of the Canadian Association of Petro-
leum Producers (CAPP) — included Bruce 
Carson, who had left Harper’s office one year 

earlier, as well as senior Alberta government 
officials and industry stakeholders.

“The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss a proposal that CAPP had for the 
oilsands CEO task force on ‘upping their 
game’ for oilsands outreach and communi-
cations as part of a renewed strategy,” said 
one of the briefing notes drafted by Paul 
Khanna, a federal policy adviser on oil-
sands and energy security. 

“The approach would not just ‘turn up 
the volume’ on the existing approach — it 
would change tact and address percep-
tions by showing that the issues are being 
addressed and we have the right attitude.”

The Harper government has pledged 
to crack down on industrial pollution 
from sectors such as the oilsands, but has 
delayed action several times over the past 
five years.

In an interview, Carson, who is now the 
executive director of the Canada School 
of Energy and Environment, a think-tank 
that brings together academics from three 

Alberta universities, said the federal gov-
ernment was particularly concerned “at 
that time that oilsands communications 
wasn’t being handled as well as it could 
have been.” 

But he said representatives at the meet-
ing discussed both the idea of improving 
communications as well as environmental 
performance.

“You can communicate all you want, but 
if you have nothing to communicate you’re 
not going to go anywhere, so the idea was 
(that) we had to really up the environmen-
tal game,” he said. “The other part of it, to 
be fair, was trying to establish some sort of 
protocol to deal with the attacks that were 
coming on a fairly regular basis.”

Khanna’s meeting summary, released to 
Climate Action Network Canada follow-
ing an access-to-information request, also 
revealed that the industry and government 
group discussed engaging “less strident” 
environmental groups to get involved in 
their dialogue.

Gov’t, industry work to curb 
oilsands criticism: documents

By Carmen Chai
Postmedia News

As fears of a nuclear meltdown escalated in 
quake-rocked Japan Tuesday, Ontario govern-
ments officials said they’re pushing ahead with 
their own nuclear plans, confident that current 
safeguards are strong enough to prevent catas-
trophe.

A spokesperson for Ontario Energy Minister 
Brad Duguid said the government is not hold-
ing back on its plans to build two new nuclear 
units at a site in Darlington, Ont.

The Quebec government also said its plan 
to refurbish the province’s sole nuclear plant 
is going forward, despite deepening concern 
around the world about the safety of fission 
power in the wake of the 9.0-magnitude earth-
quake that devastated Japan Friday.

The crisis intensified in Japan as two more 
blasts erupted Tuesday at the Fukushima plant 
about 240 kilometres north of Tokyo. Interna-
tional reports suggest that 70,000 people were 
evacuated and authorities have issued new 
emergency warnings urging thousands of oth-
ers living near the plant to leave.

An Ontario government spokesperson said 

50 per cent of the province’s electricity comes 
from nuclear energy.

“Ontario does have a need to replace some 
of our nuclear reactors. In terms of the situa-
tion in Japan, we do have a responsibility to 
make sure we learn whatever lessons we can 
from Japan. Our industry people are working 
closely with other officials here and in Japan,” 
Andrew Block told Postmedia News.

Three weeks of public hearings into the 
potential effects of Darlington’s proposed 
expansion are scheduled to start next week, 
with more than 10 days devoted to interveners 
opposing the plan.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper told a news 
conference in Vancouver Tuesday there is “no 
evidence” of any radiation risk to Canada.

“I’ve consulted with all of our agencies that 
represent our experts. They do not see any sce-
nario where that presents a risk to Canada,” 
Harper said.

However, Tom Adams, an Ontario-based 
energy consultant and nuclear safety expert, 
said moving forward with current nuclear 
plans is “financially imprudent” because safety 
regulations could evolve very soon, disrupting 
current construction and upgrade plans.

Ontario still moving forward 
on nuclear power projects


