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Pat McGrath, the Ottawa citizen

chief electoral officer marc mayrand is the only canadian citizen over the age of 18 who cannot vote.

By greg markey

There’s just one Canadian citizen 
prohibited by law from voting next 
month — and as it happens, he’s run-
ning the May 2 federal election.

Chief Electoral Officer Marc Mayr-
and can’t cast a ballot.

As head of Elections Canada, he’s 
responsible for overseeing and ad-
ministering the election nationwide. 
The voting prohibition is meant to 
guarantee his neutrality and lack of 
partisanship.

While the assistant chief elector-
al officer is also barred from voting, 
that position has been vacant for 
years, leaving Mayrand as the soli-
tary Canadian citizen who can’t be 
accused of apathy for not going to 
the polls.

Jean-Pierre Kingsley, who served 
as Canada’s chief electoral officer for 
17 years, said the by-the-book policy 
is important to Canada’s democrat-
ic process.

“I agreed with the restriction,” 
said Kingsley, who left the position 
in 2007. “It is important for the chief 
electoral officer to be seen to be im-

partial in the decisions that have to 
be made during an election — by not 
only the electors, but the political 
parties and the candidates.”

Kingsley was allowed to vote in 
provincial and municipal elections, 
and he says he’s glad to be able to 
vote federally again.

“It’s nice to have the right back, it’s 
nice to see my successor running the 
show now,” he said. “I’ll be voting in 
this election.”

But what about other high-rank-
ing Canadians?

The Governor General, who plays 
a crucial constitutional role, particu-
larly in an age of minority govern-
ments, is allowed to cast a ballot.

According to government officials, 
there are no conventions or trad-
itions that suggest the Queen’s repre-
sentative should refrain from voting.

Canadian judges, including mem-
bers of the Supreme Court, can also 
exercise their right to vote, even 
though the chief justice steps into the 
Governor General’s crucial role if the 
viceregal is incapacitated or out of 
the country for longer than month.

A 1988 court ruling struck down a 

section of the Canada Elections Act 
that said Supreme Court justices 
were not allowed to vote, notes Ned 
Franks, a constitutional expert at 
Queen’s University in Kingston, Ont.

And prisoners serving time are al-
lowed to vote, although that hasn’t 
always been the case.

About a decade ago, the Supreme 
Court struck down a 1993 election 
law that denied Canadians serving 
lengthier prison sentences the right 
to cast a ballot. Before that 2002 rul-
ing, only Canadians sentenced to two 
years or less were eligible to vote.

And those with mental disabilities 
have been entitled to vote federally 
since 1993.

If a voter is physically unable to 
vote, he or she is allowed to have 
someone assist in the ballot booth.

As always, only Canadian citizens 
over the age of 18 are allowed to vote 
— which raises a small irony for Mi-
chael Ignatieff.

His wife Zsuzsanna Zsohar, a Brit-
ish and Hungarian national, is still 
awaiting her Canadian citizenship, 
meaning the Liberal leader’s biggest 
fan can’t yet cast a ballot for him.

gmarkey@postmedia.com 
twitter.com/gregmarkey

POstMedia news

Chief electoral officer 
won’t hit ballot box

Restriction allows Mayrand to maintain neutrality, 
avoid partisanship during election

By carmen chai

Canadians give the federal Con-
servatives and the New Democrat-
ic Party the best grades for their na-
tional campaigns, with the Liberals 
trailing behind, results of an exclu-
sive poll for Postmedia News and 
Global National show.

Two weeks into the May 2 election 
campaign, the survey by Ipsos Re-
id shows 44 per cent of Canadians 
surveyed were awarding the Tories 
either an “A” or “B” grade for the ef-
fectiveness of their campaign, de-
spite some unflattering headlines 
last week about Conservative leader 
Stephen Harper’s campaign style.

The NDP campaign also im-
pressed those polled, winning “A” or 
“B” from 44 per cent as well.

A total of 31 per cent gave the Lib-
erals “A” or “B,” despite a plethora of 
walking tours, barbecues and town 
hall meetings by leader Michael Ig-
natieff.

Inside Quebec, the NDP per-
formed best, with 57 per cent scor-
ing it “A” or “B.” The Bloc Québé-
cois fared well too, earning “A” or 
“B” from 46 per cent of provincial 
respondents. The Liberals received 
good marks from 34 per cent, and 
the Tories from 32.

Canadians were asked to grade 
the parties based on how they’re 
running their campaigns, the issues 
the leaders are talking about and the 
leaders’ overall performance.

The Conservatives received the 
most straight As — from 11 per cent 
of respondents, while the Grits were 
slapped with the most failing grades 
— also about 11 per cent.

“What’s happening now is just re-
inforcing impressions people already 
have,” said Darrell Bricker, president 
of the polling firm. “The campaigns 
themselves aren’t really having much 
of an impact on how people perceive 
their vote choice on May 2.

“In a low-intensity campaign, 
where the numbers aren’t mov-
ing very much, nobody has broken 
through and nothing has been done 
to dramatically improve chances.”

Bricker said the numbers show any 
pressure Harper has faced for carry-
ing out an arm’s-length, controlled 
campaign has done little to hurt him 
in Canadians’ eyes because voters are 
already familiar with this behaviour.

“Harper has been campaigning 
and governing like this for the bet-
ter part of five years. These are all 
things people have heard before, 
so there’s not a lot of revelations at-
tached to this,” Bricker said. Instead, 
Canadians are focusing on a strong 
economy and Harper’s performance 
at the country’s helm.”

Ignatieff, who has criticized Harp-
er’s screened events, is still strug-
gling to overcome the Conserva-
tives’ attack ads that have painted 
him as an American academic just 
passing through the country, Brick-
er suggested.

“There’s really nothing that has 
stuck with Canadians as being real-
ly inspirational or different about 
Michael Ignatieff. Basically, Can-
adians are still seeing what the Tor-
ies have told them through their at-
tack campaigns. In the last three or 
four months, they’ve really pounded 
him,” Bricker said.

NDP leader Jack Layton, who re-
ceived straight As from eight per cent 
of Canadians, should have seen high-
er marks because he always wins in 
personality polls, Bricker said.

The mediocre grades handed out 
to the parties reflect a general dis-
content with being thrown into an-
other election, the fourth in seven 
years, the pollster said.

Even though the parties have 
pumped out promises that would 
cater to families, seniors and small 
business owners, only one in 10 re-
spondents felt that the leaders were 
talking about issues that were im-
portant to them while 40 per cent 
disagreed with the statement.

The remaining survey respond-
ents said they “somewhat” felt the 
parties discussed significant topics.

Bricker said Canadians want to 
hear about the economy, which has 
happened, but people feel the lead-
ers have failed to deliver compelling 
messages and appealing policies.
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Tories, 
NDP get 

top marks 
for their 

campaigns 
Yet canvassing appears 
to be having little effect 

on voter decision: pollster

By alice funke

Conservative party leader Stephen 
Harper and his Liberal counterpart 
Michael Ignatieff recently jousted 
over the topic of a two-way debate. 
But during the last election, a two-
way battle between their two parties 
took place in just 135 of the coun-
try’s 308 ridings.

This figure represents just 44 per 
cent of the seats in the House of 
Commons, a recent low. The number 
of two-way fights between the two 
old-line parties had been as high as 
60 per cent of all ridings in the 2000 
election (including the Canadian Al-
liance and/or Progressive Conserva-
tive parties).

Meanwhile, the number of rid-
ings where the Conservatives and 
NDP faced off rose to 70 in the last 
election — at 23 per cent, this repre-
sented the fastest-growing group of 
races. There had been only 14 such 
races in 2000.

Liberal-NDP contests in 2008 
represented 30 ridings, or 10 per 
cent of the seats.

In Quebec, the number of BQ-Lib-
eral contests stood at 35 in the 2008 
election, down from 71 in 2000; 
while the number of BQ-Conserva-
tive contests came in at 27 in 2008, 
up from two in 2000 (both of them 
Progressive Conservative).

While electoral strategy is often 
likened to a chess board, in Canada, 
it looks much more like a game of 
Chinese checkers. Four or five par-
ties, and a number of notable in-
dependents, simultaneously wage 
battles against a subset of their op-
ponents in different parts of the 
country.

There may be one campaign, in 
other words, but there are many dif-
ferent battlegrounds within it.

Of the 135 ridings with a Conserv-
ative-Liberal or Liberal-Conserva-
tive contest in the last election, 81 of 
the races were in Ontario. There are 
currently 106 seats in Ontario (up 
from 103 in 2000).

Where things have changed sig-
nificantly over time is in Western 
Canada. 

While the Liberals and either the 
Canadian Alliance or Progressive 
Conservative party placed first or 
second in 63 ridings in Western Can-
ada in 2000 (65 if transposed onto 
the new boundaries), that number 
had dropped to just 28 by the last 
election.

Moving in to fill the gap in West-
ern Canada was the number of Con-
servative-NDP races, which grew 
from 13 in 2000 (14 on the trans-
posed boundaries) to 57 in 2008.

This distribution of different 
races across different parts of the 
country helps explain the strategies 
pursued by different political par-
ties today.

For the Conservatives’ part, they 
have been identifying target seats 
in various parts of the country, cur-
rently held by a variety of political 
parties.

The NDP, meanwhile, has said its 
main focus is Conservative-held rid-
ings. And the Bloc is also primarily 
focused on Conservative-held rid-
ings, along with independently held 
Portneuf–Jacques Cartier.

The Liberals have been target-
ing both NDP seats among Liber-
al-NDP races, and the NDP vote in 
other seats where the Liberals hope 
to overtake the Conservatives.

Of course, not all second-place 
finishes are created equal. But the 
number of close races, whether de-
fined as less than five per cent, or 
less than 10 per cent is declining 
overall since 2004, particularly in 
the Conservative-Liberal category.

With the profound changes in 
Canada’s electoral map following 
the Liberals’ loss of Quebec in 1984, 
the rise of the Bloc Québécois and 
Reform parties in 1993, and the re-
uniting of the conservative parties 
and NDP revival in 2004, it will be 
interesting to watch how the distri-
bution of races continues to change 
during the election.

excerpted and reprinted with  
permission from punditsguide.ca

Election fight 
occurring 
over many 
battlefields
Number of two-horse 
races on the decline

The number of close races, 
whether defined as less than 
five per cent, or less than 10 
per cent is declining overall 
since 2004, particularly in 
the Conservative-Liberal 
category.

“We have a track record of suc-
cess on this,” said Tory spokesman 
Chisholm Pothier.

“This will not be a painful exer-
cise, and we absolutely will not cut 
transfers to the provinces or individ-
uals.”

Pothier said the Liberals have 
made some long-term pledges that 
are not costed in their platform, in-
cluding money for Quebec in com-
pensation or harmonizing its sales 

tax with the federal government, 
investments for a new bridge for 
Montreal, infrastructure money for 
high-speed rail and arenas, as well 
as pharmacare.

But Ignatieff, who later stopped 
to serve hotdogs and rally the Lib-
eral troops in the riding of Vaughan, 
north of Toronto, said he believes his 
party’s campaign is gaining traction 
with voters based on what he’s see-
ing and hearing on the ground.

“The Liberal base is back,” he said 
Saturday. 

“(There is) a passionate feeling 
among Liberals (that) we’ve got to 
get rid of this (Conservative leader 
Stephen Harper) guy.”

Liberal candidate Mario Ferri is 
running against Conservative in-
cumbent Julian Fantino who won 
the Vaughan riding in a byelection 
last fall.
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Ignatieff: ‘The Liberal base is back’
continued from page a1

By andrew mayeda

Conservative Senator Marjory Le-
Breton rejects the notion that Ste-
phen Harper, who has been accused 
of running a controlling “bubble 
campaign,” that some have said ex-
cludes those not in the party tent, 
needs to have his image “softened” 
to win a majority.

“We’re not running a pop (popu-
larity) contest here. We’re trying to 
convince people that this is a solid, 
stable government, and the prime 
minister is the person who’s respon-
sible for it.”

Lebreton, who was appointed 
to the Senate in 1993 and her deep 

“corporate memory,” as she calls it, 
also gives her a perspective that few 
Conservatives on the Harper tour 
can boast. She accompanied former 
prime minister John Diefenbaker 
on the “Chief ’s” “whistlestop” cam-
paign of 1965. She also campaigned 
with Joe Clark, Robert Stanfield and 
Brian Mulroney.

Lebreton, who has evolved into 
one of Harper’s most-trusted advis-

ers, despite coming out of the Pro-
gressive Conservative wing of the 
party, marvels at how campaign 
technology has changed since the 
days of Diefenbaker, when reporters 
worked on typewriters, then ran to 
send their story by telegraph.

In some ways, she says, she regrets 
the instantaneous nature of the 
modern media landscape, where an 
off-colour remark can blow up into 
controversy in a matter of minutes.

“I think people travelling around 
with any leader, they’re much more 
careful, because if they say some-
thing that’s not correct, they can’t 
go back and correct that and say, 
“Oh gee, it’s too late,” it’s already hit 
cyberspace,” she says.
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Harper doesn’t need to make changes 
to win, Tory senator asserts

Party not running 
a popularity contest, 

Lebreton says

Lebreton, who was appointed 
to the Senate in 1993 and 
her deep ‘corporate memory,’ 
as she calls it, also gives her 
a perspective that few 
Conservatives on the Harper 
tour can boast.


