
Hey Everyone, 

I just came from shoveling 
sidewalks with some grade 
eight boys as a fundraiser 
for camp.  Although I wasn’t 
looking forward to two hours 

of cold, sometimes mindless labour, I am really glad I 
did it and had a great time. I really like the four guys 
that I went with and feel very grateful that I get to be 
in their lives.  Over eight years into my career and I 
am just as excited to be working with teens as when I 
first started. I count that as a huge blessing. 

There’s a lot going on in East Edmonton Young Life as 
both the junior high and senior high clubs are up and 
running. I am still running the Club at Hardisty 
Junior High, now celebrating its 10th anniversary 
at the school. Of my team of seven volunteers, 
we have five brand new leaders on the team, 
all of whom are grade 12 grads. They were all 
involved in Young Life in high school and made 
decisions to follow Christ, and have come 
back to meet junior high teens and lead them 
just like their leaders did. It’s very exciting 
and rewarding to see and I feel privileged to 
see God work this way. We had an All-City 
Club in October with four other junior 
high clubs in Edmonton and the surround-
ing area, where I gave the club talk. I 
explained to the 150+ teens present that 
the bible describes a real God with whom 
they can have a real relationship. For a 
Club last month, we went to Kingsway 
Garden Mall and had a photo scavenger 

hunt. Much to the teens’ surprise, each got a lift either 
to or from the mall in a limo. We are very blessed to 
have John Waterman, a former YL Leader and Hard-
isty student, generously donate the limo rides. 

I began coaching the Hardisty  wrestling team again 
for my ninth season, and keep busy planning our 
Junior high winter camp, supervising Clayton Coxford 
and Brandon Clark, as well as conducting the day-to-
day work involved in keeping the area running and 
growing. 

Someone constantly in the back of my mind over the 
last month is one of my teens that I have been espe-
cially close with, Kyle Mair. He was in a car accident 
and has lost the use of his legs and is confined to a 
wheelchair. Obviously this is a very hard new reality 
for him to be facing. The very encouraging thing is 
that both he and his family have been optimistic and 

have had a tone of gratefulness that Kyle’s life 
was spared and that the accident 

could have been much 
worse. 
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A Time of Blessing

Jorgen hanging out with the 

guys at RockRidge Canyon  
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Kyle’s spirits are very high most of the time, and with-
in a week of the accident he was joking about beating 
his friends at wheelchair basketball. Please pray that I 
can continue to be in Kyle’s life and that God would 
use me and this tragedy for His glory. I feel very 

blessed to be Kyle’s friend. I met him almost ten years 
ago as a community kid and he has been very involved 
in Young life over the last five years. 

On a personal note, parenting has been more fun 
than we ever thought it could be. We feel so blessed 
with Scout in our lives and she brings us an incred-
ible amount of joy. It’s been so great to have her 
grow up around the YL community; now 16-months 
old, she often has teens, leaders or committee mem-
bers babysitting her. Lee-Ann has gone back to work 
part-time as of September 1st and is enjoying it more 
than she had expected to. It’s a healthy balance as I 
work from home one day a week and Lee-Ann’s mom 
takes Scout the other day. We feel really good about 
the healthy balance of Young Life in our personal lives 
and still having boundaries for ourselves. Thankfully 
the lifestyle career of Young Life feels like it helps our 
marriage/family rather than burdens it. 

PRAYER REQUESTS

Jorgen takes in an Edmonton Oil Kings’ game 
with a large group of teens.

• Thanksgiving that we’ve now had 10 
years of continuous Club ministry at 
Hardisty.

• Finances - that our area would be able 
to raise enough to grow the ministry 
and begin work in new schools, in addi-
tion to raising our budgets.

• For more adult volunteer leaders 
to come and volunteer with us in the 
schools.

Celebrating 10 years at Hardisty Junior High!

Please pray for Kyle, a recent grad involved 
in YL. He was in a car accident that left him 
paralyzed. (Scout hanging out with Uncle 
Kyle)



I am really excited about 
our high school work in East 
Edmonton right now!  We just 
had our fourth club of the se-
mester, and we had 35 teens 
there!  It’s really great to see 

how excited kids are to come and have some quality 
fun on a Thursday night, and that together we get to 
explore who God is and what kind of significance He 
could have in their lives.

I am excited to announce that we now have a group 
of leaders going into W.P. Wagner and getting to know 
teenagers there!  Melanie Bye, one of our volunteer 
leaders, has been very influential in starting our work 
at Wagner. Melanie served as assistant coach to the 
senior girls volleyball team this year, and along with 
our teacher sponsor, had over 25 students come out 
to an information meeting regarding starting Young 
Life at Wagner.  This is an exciting development, as we 
haven’t had an official presence at Wagner in over 6 
years.  We also have recently welcomed Dallas Fri-

esen to our team of volunteers. Dallas was on part 
time YL staff in Parkland County but has moved to 
East Edmonton to attend Concordia University and 
has joined our senior high team as a volunteer and is 
helping start our work at W.P. Wagner High School.  
Joining Melanie and Dallas at Wagner is Josh Gilker, 
who is a brand new Young Life leader, and is excited to 
be meeting teens in their world.

We also continue to have a strong presence at Mc-
Nally. Something that I’m extremely excited about is 
that I have begun to help coach the McNally curling 
team, where I have met 16 new kids (mostly in grade 
10 and 11), and am connecting with them on a weekly 
basis. I am eager to continue to meet new kids, and 
my leaders are as well!

Getting Ready for Snow Camp
From January 2-6, we will be taking teens from all over 
Edmonton and the surrounding areas to RockRidge 
Canyon for Snow Camp 2013.  This is an exciting op-
portunity for us!  We will be having all of the fun of 
RockRidge Canyon, but with a winter touch.  There will 
be hockey, snow tubing, snowboarding, and a plethora 
of other winter activities to enjoy.  We are anticipat-
ing bringing around 30 people from East Edmonton to 
start out the new year with a blast!

An Exciting School Year Ahead
Clayton Coxford
McNally High School Upcoming Events
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Jan. 2 - 6 - Winter Camp
                Rock Ridge Canyon
                Princeton, BC

Feb. 8 - 10 - Jr. High Winterblast
                  Goldeye Camp
                  Nordegg, AB

March 10 - Young Life Banquet
       Capilano Christian Assembly
                9333 50 Street NW  Edmonton



Well, what a crazy winter it has 
been so far! I hope that you are 
all safe and finding some way to 
enjoy the snow. 

This summer was quite an 
experience! In June, I had four golfers participate in 
the annual IronGolf Tournament, and they raised a 
combined $6300 to support my ministry. Thank you 
so much to all of the people who participated in their 
effort to support my work in North Edmonton.

I had the incredible opportunity to take two kids from 
Steele Heights Junior High to Junior High camp at 
RockRidge Canyon in July, where we had an awesome 

time meeting new friends and trying new experiences. 
During the week the kids built up “points,” which they 
cashed in for a date for me with another leader dur-
ing a lunch, on the stage, in front of the entire camp. 

In August I was able to attend my first high school 
camp at RRC, and I brought two students from M.E. 
LaZerte High School and one from Eastglen High 
School. For two of them, this was their first time at 
RockRidge and they both came home saying that they 
had an incredible time and wish that they could go 
back. 

This year, I’m looking forward to participating in the 
extracurricular DrumLine program at M.E. LaZerte 
and hanging out with the students I already know 
from previous years. I’ll also be involved in the Steele 
Heights Baptist Church Drop-In program running 
Wednesday and Thursday after school for the Junior 
High students in the area. I’m still working on getting 
my degree from Vanguard College and am really enjoy-
ing my classes.

I’m still looking for some volunteer leaders to help 
me reach out to the students of the schools in North 
Edmonton. If you know of anyone interested in volun-
teering, we have lots of opportunity for people to get 
involved. Those interested can email me at bclark@
younglife.ca.

In partnering with East Edmonton and their commit-
tee, I feel very well supported in my work, and am 
very encouraged to continue the work of establishing 
Young Life in North Edmonton. 

Fundraising for Camp
We are very excited about Snow Camp, as well as 
RockRidge next summer!  However, there are many 
families of teens in East Edmonton who cannot afford 
the cost of these camps.  Because of this, we do a lot 
of fundraising with teens to help them get to camp.  

We have an excellent spring lawn-care fundraiser, as 
well as doing things like snow shoveling, garbage clean-
ups, bottle drives, and buying/selling Sobey’s gift cards.  
If you have any ideas for fundraisers, or are interested 
in the ones listed, please let me know.

YL Work in North Edmonton
Brandon Clark
M.E. LaZerte H.S.

Breaking New Ground



THINKING ABOUT DONATING?
Many people find that the end of the tax-year is a good time to make a gift to Young Life.  
If this is your situation, let me encourage you to do so before December 31st.  Gifts eli-
gible for a 2012 tax receipt may be made on-line at www.younglife.ca no later than Dec. 
31st or cheques must be dated and post-marked Dec. 31st and arrive no later than Friday, 
January 4th at our National Office.  Thank you for your support!
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Merry Christmas  
&

Happy New Year
Young Life staff and leaders in East Edmonton want to thank you 
for your financial support  & prayers over the past year. This minis-
try could not thrive without your involvement in it. 

We hope you will continue to support the important work of reach-
ing out to teens with the Gospel. Have a safe and fun holiday sea-
son, and all the best in 2013!
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CONTACT US
East Edmonton Office

National Office

Website

Staff Email
c/o Hardisty School
10534-62nd St. NW
Edmonton, AB T6A 2M3
(780) 701-7242     

120, 9440 - 202 St.
Langley, BC V1M 4A6
 (604) 881-6023     

www.younglife.ca

Jorgen Jespersen
Area Director
jjespersen@younglife.ca

Clayton Coxford
Full-time Staff, McNally High School
ccoxford@younglife.ca

Brandon Clark
Student Staff
bclark@younglife.ca

Want to be removed from our mailing list? Call or email us:
remove@younglife.ca or 780.701.7242

Moving? Please let us know your new address, send us a quick email.
 Help us save money & trees! Request an email version of the newsletter instead of regular post.

jjespersen@younglife.ca


